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This evening after Saturday’s early 
postponement, we welcome the Directors, 
players and management of Torquay United 
to Meadow Park. We hope they enjoy their 
stay with us and have a safe journey home.
 
Firstly, it’s fair to say, though it was great while it 
lasted, it will be nice in these troubled times to let 
normality resume once again. In the time between 
beating Canvey Island 3-0 to playing Millwall, we 
have gone from tier two and having supporters in 
the ground, to tier four with no fans allowed and, 
though we fought bravely, we’ve now gone out of 
the FA Cup 2-0 to Championship side Millwall, in 
our first ever appearance in the third round.

After the FA Cup experience, it is time for us to 
move on and refocus, which meant travelling to 
bottom side Dover Athletic last Tuesday, where 
we drew 1-1 in the league, without four very 
influential players in our side, and a bog of a pitch 
to contend with.

We have now also sold our Academy graduate 
Sorba Thomas this week, for a club record transfer 
fee to Huddersfield Town. I am obviously sad that 
we’ve lost our prodigal son after 6 years of having 
that rascal around us, but in truth it was the right 
time for Sorbs development and it was the best 
move for both the player and for the football club.

This transfer window we knew exactly what was 

coming, we had set out our terms sensibly and 
we’d explained to all enquirers what the rules of 
this transfer were way back in November. This 
time there were no surprises, there was no silly 
agent bullying, there was no nonsense offers from 
people trying their luck, or clubs hoping we were 
“Covid income desperate.”

As such, there was a very simple agreement 
reached between two Club Chairmen, one Club 
Chief Executive, two honest clubs and it was 150% 
above the Charlton offer, with far better add-ons.

So, once a financial sum, including the various 
add-ons and the sell-on clause was agreed, the 
player, who was in truth self-isolating in the 
player’s house at the time, was informed. Charlie, 
Luke and I decided that only Sorba could or 
should decide if he wanted to talk to the proposed 
buying club. And only once he said the very 
expected YES, YES, YES, did we move to the 
next stage, by letting his agents, who it must 
be remembered only ever work for the player, 
contact Huddersfield Town to tie up the player’s 
deal and earn their 5%.

Now with the deal done and the courtesies 
completed, we wish Sorbs nothing but the best, 
but we must turn to the future and if we can now 
work smart not stupid, then the future for our 
football club and this squad is bright. We’re still 
full of talent, we’re still full of ambition, optimism 
and hopefully with a quicker than predicted 

vaccine roll out, we might even get to see our 
supporters back with us by April?

We will look now to improve the overall strength 
of our squad again and we’ll look forward to the 
rest of this stop start season from a position of 
strength to ensure come May, that we are once 
again competing in the Play-offs or better and, 
with that in mind I wish to welcome centre back 
Krystian Pearce to Meadow Park, who along with 
Junior Morias we feel are exciting signings and will 
strengthen our ranks greatly.

This evening, the National League leaders  
Torquay United come to town, in what is a last 
32, winner-take-all FA Trophy Cup shoot out 
and, as such tonight’s game for me becomes way 
bigger than the Millwall last week. Why? Because 
though last week the exposure, the interest and 
the pennies were great......we didn’t get the win or 
the glory we wanted and no matter who you play, 
defeat bloody hurts even if it was to be  
expected.

Presently, Gary Johnson’s side are almost, but 
not quite, running away with the league. As 
such, there’s just about enough hope left in this 
stop start season for us all, to believe there will 
be more than one or two twists and turns that 
emerge over the next 5 months.

Tonight though, it’s the last 32 of the FA Trophy, 
and this for us is a winnable competition. Let’s be 
clear, if you target this competition and we do, 
then we are one of the sides, who are in with a big 

shout of winning it, with the added dream of again 
walking up Wembley Way with our town, the 
Wood Army and with my family and friends, which 
for me therein lies the glory.

In my next programme notes, I’ll perhaps explain 
why the now newly signed next 2-year agreement 
with our College Partners, will in fact end our 
arrangement with them but is I feel a great deal 
for the Academy and the College and finishes the 
partnership on a positive note.

I’ll also give you more detail on the why the ‘old 
deal’ with Arsenal Women was not working in the 
new COVID enforced shutdown, and why a new 
7-year staging agreement with Arsenal Football 
Club was sought, was agreed and is a huge step in 
the right direction in regards to that partnership.

This evening though, I have deliberately cut my 
programme notes down to a page and a half, 
as a mark of respect for an old rascal and old 
employee of mine, John “the dog” Weston, to 
allow for a two-page obituary, which has been 
lovingly written by his friend and fellow Wood 
Army fan Brett Lewis.

From me, the staff and all the Wood Army to 
John, we simply say - “farewell old friend”.

Take care stay safe . 

Danny

THE CHAIRMAN

DANNY HUNTER



BOREHAM WOOD vs TORQUAY UNITED 76 ! " $ *  www.borehamwoodfootballclub.co.uk

PEOPLE l PLACES l PERFORMANCE

www.ems-move.com

EMS people make the difference - exceptional levels of 

service and communication ensure consistent delivery of 

high quality logistics and relocation solutions. 

 

Global capability is matched by excellent local knowledge 

through an extensive partner network. 

Elite Moving Systems

Your strategic partner for corporate mobility

   

Tel: +44 (0)20 8963 1114  

Fax: +44 (0)20 8965 4166   Email: info@ems-move.com

EMS, Nucleus 2, Central Way, Park Royal, London  NW10 7XT  



BOREHAM WOOD vs TORQUAY UNITED 98 ! " $ *  www.borehamwoodfootballclub.co.uk

When competing in any Cup 
Competition, it’s normally a nice 
welcome distraction away from the 
League but I would have to say on this 
occasion having Won 4 and drawn 1 in 
our last 5 Fixtures it’s most definitely not 
a distraction and a game where we want 
to continue our fine form and progress 
into the last 16 of the competition. 

We face a very good team in Torquay, 
who quite rightly sit at the top of the 
National League table. We had a very 
open game down at Plainmoor earlier on 
in the Season and I can envisage today 
will be no different. 

They have great personnel within their 
squad, with the likes of Asa Hall, Kyle 
Cameron, Armani Little and Danny 
Wright. All these players have been ever 
present and will need to be marshalled 
all game if we are to be successful and 
win the tie. 

They currently top the charts for goals 
scored in the National League and we 
need to ensure we are organised and 
well drilled to deal with any threats. 

I have spoken about a positive Cup run 
and an opportunity to walk up Wembley 
Way, I make no bones about it I want to 
get to the Final and I believe we have a 
squad capable to achieve that. 

We need to continue doing what we’ve 
been doing, and having the mentality to 
play our game and put our stamp on the 
fixture. 

After the postponement of Saturday’s 
game we push back this evening’s fixture 
against local rivals Barnet and enter into 
a period of Saturday / Tuesdays for the 
next six weeks which we are relishing. 
The opportunity to get regular football is 
something this dressing room needs. 

It will be a tough but also an exciting 
period, especially having the squad we 
currently have. And that’s something 
myself, the Chairman and Charlie are 

currently addressing and identifying to 
add to. 

We won’t just bring in the available 
personnel being offered up by EFL Clubs, 
we are looking for them bits of quality 
that will really enhance this group. 

This week we also welcome Krystian 
Pearce to the squad on a 18 month 
contract which is a great signing for 
us, with him having Football League 
experience in abundance. Unfortunately 
due to being cup tied for the FA Trophy, 
after playing and scoring in Solihull 
Moors 3rd Round victory, the Wood 
Army will have to wait until at least 
Stockport County to see ‘the Chief’ in a 
Wood shirt for the first time.

Lastly, I want to wish Sorba Thomas the 
best of luck. It’s probably the worst kept 
secret that we were going to be losing 
the talented youngster in the January 
window, but I believe his performances 
thoroughly deserved his move to 
Championship side Huddersfield Town. 

Sorba was a pleasure to work with and 
to see his growth over the last three years 
has been amazing. Cameron Mawer 
was fundamental in his early progression 
and played a huge part in getting him to 
where he is today. 

Obviously, he is a loss and it will take 
some doing to replace his ability but it’s 
a great moment for everyone involved, 
seeing him deliver on his dream is 
something the whole club can be proud 
of. 

Let’s now deliver on a performance to 
get us into the last 16 of the FA Trophy. 

Enjoy the game. 

Regards,
Luke

Good Evening. Firstly I would like to welcome Gary Johnson,  
his players and staff to Meadow Park for our FA Trophy 4th Round 
fixture. 

THE GAFFER

LUKE GARRARD
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John Weston
31st March 1940 – 2nd January 2021

 

DEAR JOHN

The passing of Boreham Wood supporter John Weston 

(aka John the Dog) at 80 years old on 2nd January, 

although not unexpected, was still a shock to us. He was 

a popular loyal Boreham Wood supporter with great 

passion for the Club but had been suffering poor health 

for a few years. For this reason he hadn’t been seen much 

at the Club for a while. Thanks to Wood supporter Sarah 

Bowyer, we had been updated regarding John’s health 

for the last few months and it was her who broke the sad 

news last week.

It’s fair to say that John’s life revolved around Boreham 

Wood FC. He was a season ticket holder for a number 

of years and sat in front of the press box at Meadow 

Park where his voice would be heard by listeners of 

every radio station that covered the game. He was a 

regular at away games, too. When the “away travel 

club” started in 2015 following our promotion to the 

National League, John would travel to every game on 

the minibus with other supporters and was always good 

company. He lived within a short walk of Meadow Park. 

As well as attending all Boreham Wood home games 

he would often spend his days there when the team 

weren’t playing. Many years ago when I used to do a 

bootcamp on the astro turf pitches at the Club, I would 

see John at the there picking up litter, and that was at 

7.30am! He always watched first team training and often 

gave Luke Garrard and the players his words of wisdom 

while no doubt shaking his famous stick in the air in the 

process. When the team weren’t training, he would pop 

into the Club to inform Loretta Browne, the Club’s Kit 

Woman, that he was on his way to breakfast, lunch or 

dinner at one of the many of the café’s on Shenley Road, 

Borehamwood. No doubt, they will also be mourning 

his passing and the financial impact his death will have 

on their takings! In later years when John’s health 

deteriorated he would occasionally turn up at the club at 

2pm saying he was on his way to get some breakfast!

There are many amusing stories I’d like to share about 

John.

The funniest one was on the day we were due to play 

at Barrow in our first season in the National League in 

December 2015. A number of Wood supporters and Club 

officials travelled by train and when the match was called 

off due to “Storm Desmond” while we were on the train 

just outside Warrington. Rather than waste the day, some 

of us went to watch Wigan play Barnsley instead while 

the rest went home. Loretta Browne decided to go home 

but before she left, she left me in charge of the group 

train ticket and said “make sure John gets home safely.” 

These words would ring in my ear for the rest of the day. 

What she was really saying was, if he didn’t get home 

safely, she was holding me personally responsible!

Anyway, fast forward a few hours, we watched the 

Wigan match and all arranged to meet at the bottom 

of the steps outside the ground so we could walk back 

towards the station together for our journey home. While 

the rest of us congregated at the agreed meeting place, 

there was no sign of John. He would cause a period of 

panic that would define our day. John was nowhere to 

be seen. A few of the guys stayed where they were in 

case he turned up while some of us persuaded the bloke 

on the gate to let us back in the ground so we could 

look for him. For all we knew John had collapsed in one 

of the toilets or come out second best in a fight with a 

Wigan supporter. We checked all the toilets in the stand, 

of which there were many. He wasn’t there. We looked 

back in the stand but it was empty. We knew that John 

didn’t have the cheek to talk his way into the boardroom. 

Besides, his dress code wouldn’t have been suitable in 
such surroundings and he wasn’t wearing a tie!

We then joined the others outside the ground and he still 
hadn’t turned up. There was a bridge over a river which 
we had to walk over. Even though it was dark by now, I 
shone the torch from my phone to see if he’d fallen in. It 
seemed to be the only place he could be and he didn’t 
strike me as a very strong swimmer. Besides, he’s have 
never let go of his walking stick. I was being dramatic. 
If he had fallen in, surely one of the 6,628 supporters 
attending the match would have noticed. The fact that 
he was nowhere to be seen made us think he might have 
actually started walking towards the station without us. 
However, John struggles to find his way from the bar 
at Boreham Wood FC to the turnstile. The only places 
he could ever find were the Football Club and the three 
cafés in Borehamwood where he’d eat his meals every 
day. I gave him a lift home from a Boreham Wood away 
game once and he struggled to direct me to when he 
lived! There was no way John would find his way back 
to the station alone. You couldn’t imagine him using 
Google Maps. If it wasn’t for us having Andy Vaughan (a 
Wigan supporter) with us, we’d have struggled. Half an 
hour after the start of the panic and the frantic search 
for John, we left the area around the DW Stadium. The 
place was now empty. All supporters had long since 
disappeared and players’ cars were leaving the large car 
park. It was now really cold as we walked the mile or so 
towards the station. Some of the guys went into a pub 
for a few drinks while the rest of us walked to the station 
to see if John was actually there.

Loretta’s words were still ringing in my ear. I was 
tempted to call her. I wasn’t looking forward to starting 
the conversation with the words “Guess what.” However, 
when we got back to the station, John was sitting there 
on a bench, enquiring where we had been and seemingly 
annoyed that we took so long to get back to the 
station. Collectively we failed to get the words out quick 
enough to berate him. John was getting pelters from all 
directions. He had followed a couple of Wigan supporters 
he’d befriended back to the station without letting 
anyone know. With John being the type of character he 
was, we couldn’t stay mad at him for long. Within minutes 
we would be able to have a bloody good laugh at what 
happened. Looking back, John was still in reasonable 
health at the time and was pretty self-sufficient. The fact 
that we were so far from home in a strange town with a 
train to catch was the biggest concern.

John hated bridges. Our regular trips over the Dartford 
Crossing on the minibus were met with dread by John. He 
demanded complete silence from everyone during those 
torturous few minutes and would tell everyone to “shut 
up” if we so much as coughed. Barry Moss often used to 
wind him up by saying something reassuring like “we’re 
going to fall in and be eaten by sharks” or “Don’t worry, 
John. It’s only a 200 foot drop.” While this caused much 
laughter from many of the supporters on the minibus, 
John was obviously terrified and would answer back and 
there’d be full scale argument between the two. On one 
occasion as we were about to cross. I heard him mutter 
under his breath while shaking with fear  “Come on, John. 
Pull yourself together. It’s only a bridge.”

I once went on holiday with the family to Turkey at the 
end of August. I therefore had to make do with listening 
to the Boreham Wood v Halifax Town match live on BBC 

Three Counties radio. The usual excellent production 
was marred by John in the background. I could hear him 
shouting things like “Come on Wood. Sort it out” and 
“bloody get yourself together” and other words I can’t 
repeat here. The kids and I found it hilarious. It was more 
entertaining than the match itself. However we noticed in 
the second half that there were no more of John’s dulcet 
tones. It had stopped altogether. Apparently Boreham 
Wood Chairman Danny Hunter who was also on holiday 
and listening to the same commentary called someone 
at the Club at half time to respectfully suggest that John 
tone down his rhetoric!

When my son Harry used to play football on the astro 
turf on a Sunday afternoon at the Football Club, John 
was inevitably there. (The day ended in a Y after all). 
For a few consecutive weeks he would watch Harry 
play. John introduced himself to the other parents as 
“Johnny the Dog” and would spend the next 30 minutes 
or so charming everyone but would bark instructions 
to the kids as if he were watching a Boreham Wood 
home game. I had to say very politely “Be positive John. 
They’re only 7 years old”

It was always quite amusing when we go to Woking 
away. Before the game, we usually frequent Woking 
Snooker Club which is adjacent to the ground where the 
owner, a chap called Bob Mason is the spitting image of 
John. If anything he is a slightly older and more doddery 
looking version. John never used to like the comparison 
but it was obvious for all to see.

John was recognised by the Club in 2017 when he was 
awarded “Clubman of the Year” at the end of season 
Presentation Night. I remember how pleased he was 
to get the award and how much he deserved it.  John 
experienced so many good times as a supporter 
including a number of promotions, beating Blackpool in 
the FA Cup, Sutton away (to secure our trip to Wembley) 
and the day out at Wembley itself. He was regular at 
the end of season Presentation Night long before many 
supporters started coming and scrubbed up extremely 
well in his suit. Following promotion to the National 
League, John thoroughly enjoyed travelling with other 
supporters to watch Boreham Wood up and down the 
country until ill health made it impossible.

I will always remember John as a character of 
considerable warmth and charm. From the time I started 
watching Boreham Wood in 2008, he was very friendly 
and always had time for my kids Sara and Harry which 
I’ll never forget. They thought highly of him too and are 
saddened by his passing. John was excellent company 
travelling to away games. Apart from that “blip” at 
Wigan, he never gave us any cause for concern and 
definitely added to the camaraderie on the minibus. 

Boreham Wood FC is more of a family then a Football 
Club and John was an integral part of that family. He was 
very well thought of by the Chairman, the Manager, staff, 
players and other supporters. He will be sorely missed.

As well as John Weston, we also mourn the sad passing 
of other Boreham Wood supporters Colin Wise, Dan 
Hudson and Cyril Rebak who have also sadly died in 
the last couple of weeks. Our thoughts are with their 
families.

Brett Lewis
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FIXTURES 2020/21

OCTOBER

SAT 3 WREXHAM NL A L 2-1 BCD ASHMORE CHAMPION FYFIELD ILESANMI MURTAGH RICKETTS WHITELY THOMAS SMITH RHEAD TSHIMANGA STEPHENS MINGOIA FRANCIS-ANGOL MAFUTA COULTHIRST 

TUE 6 MACCLESFIELD TOWN NL H

SAT 10 FC HALIFAX TOWN NL H D 0-0 BCD ASHMORE ILESANMI RICKETTS CHAMPION TSHIMANGA MURTAGH MINGOIA FYFIELD THOMAS COULTHIRST SMITH STEPHENS WHITELY MAFUTA FRANCIS-ANGOL RHEAD 

TUE 13 KING'S LYNN TOWN NL A W 3-0 BCD ASHMORE ILESANMI RICKETTS CHAMPION TSHIMANGA MAFUTA WHITELY FYFIELD FRANCIS-ANGOL RHEAD  SMITH STEPHENS MINGOIA MCDONNELL WOODARDS COULTHIRST 

SAT 17 SOLIHULL MOORS NL A L 0-1 BCD ASHMORE ILESANMI RICKETTS CHAMPION TSHIMANGA MAFUTA WHITELY FYFIELD FRANCIS-ANGOL RHEAD SMITH STEPHENS MINGOIA MCDONNELL WOODARDS COULTHIRST 

SAT 24 WIMBORNE TOWN FC FA CUP H W 2-0 BCD ASHMORE STEPHENS RICKETTS CHAMPION TSHIMANGA MAFUTA MINGOIA FYFIELD FRANCIS-ANGOL COULTHIRST SMITH ILESANMI THOMAS MCDONNELL WHITELY RHEAD MURTAGH HUDDART

TUE 27 WOKING NL H W 1-0 BCD ASHMORE ILESANMI RICKETTS CHAMPION TSHIMANGA MAFUTA WHITELY FYFIELD THOMAS RHEAD SMITH STEPHENS MINGOIA HUDDART MURTAGH COULTHIRST

NOVEMBER

SAT 7 SOUTHEND UNITED FA CUP H W 3-3AET BCD ASHMORE ILESANMI RICKETTS  CHAMPION TSHIMANGA MAFUTA WHITELY FYFIELD THOMAS RHEAD SMITH STEPHENS MINGOIA HUDDART WOODARDS COULTHIRST MCDONNELL FRANCIS-ANGOL

TUE 10 DAGENHAM & REDBRIDGE NL H L 0-1 BCD ASHMORE ILESANMI MCDONNELL CHAMPION TSHIMANGA MAFUTA MINGOIA FYFIELD THOMAS COULTHIRST SMITH STEPHENS RHEAD HUDDART WOODARDS FRANCIS-ANGOL 

SAT 14 TORQUAY UNITED NL A D 1-1 BCD ASHMORE ILESANMI MCDONNELL CHAMPION TSHIMANGA MAFUTA MINGOIA FYFIELD THOMAS RHEAD SMITH STEPHENS COULTHIRST HUDDART WOODARDS FRANCIS-ANGOL

TUE 17 BROMLEY NL A D 1-1 BCD ASHMORE ILESANMI MCDONNELL CHAMPION TSHIMANGA MAFUTA MINGOIA FYFIELD THOMAS RHEAD SMITH STEPHENS COULTHIRST HUDDART WOODARDS FRANCIS-ANGOL

SAT 21 ALTRINCHAM NL H L 0-1 BCD ASHMORE ILESANMI MCDONNELL CHAMPION TSHIMANGA MAFUTA MINGOIA FYFIELD THOMAS RHEAD SMITH STEPHENS COULTHIRST HUDDART WOODARDS FRANCIS-ANGOL

MON 30 CANVEY ISLAND FA CUP A W 3-0 BCD ASHMORE ILESANMI FRANCIS-ANGOL CHAMPION TSHIMANGA MAFUTA MURTAGH FYFIELD THOMAS RHEAD SMITH STEPHENS COULTHIRST HUDDART WOODARDS MINGOIA MCDONNELL 

DECEMBER

SAT 5 HARTLEPOOL UNITED NL A W 2-1 BCD ASHMORE ILESANMI FRANCIS-ANGOL CHAMPION TSHIMANGA MAFUTA MURTAGH FYFILED THOMAS RHEAD SMITH STEPHENS COULTHIRST HUDDART MCDONNELL MINGOIA

TUE 8 NOTTS COUNTY NL A W 1-0 BCD ASHMORE ILESANMI FRANCIS-ANGOL CHAMPION TSHIMANGA MAFUTA MURTAGH FYFIELD THOMAS RHEAD SMITH STEPHENS COULTHIRST BRENNAN WOODARDS MINGOIA

SAT 12 ALDERSHOT TOWN NL H W 3-2 650 ASHMORE ILESANMI FRANCIS-ANGOL CHAMPION TSHIMANGA MAFUTA MURTAGH FYFIELD THOMAS RHEAD SMITH STEPHENS COULTHIRST MCDONNELL WOODARDS MINGOIA

JANUARY

SAT 2 BARNET NL A W 3-0 BCD ASHMORE ILESANMI WHITELY CHAMPION TSHIMANGA MAFUTA MURTAGH FYFIELD MINGOIA RHEAD SMITH STEPHENS COULTHIRST MCDONNELL WOODARDS HUDDART

SAT 9 MILLWALL FA CUP H L 0-2 BCD ASHMORE ILESANMI MORIAS* STEPHENS TSHIMANGA MAFUTA MURTAGH FYFIELD THOMAS RHEAD SMITH MINGOIA COULHIRST MCDONNELL WOODARDS HUDDART WHITELY 

TUE 12 DOVER ATHLETIC NL A D 1-1 BCD ASHMORE ILESANMI MORIAS STEPHENS TSHIMANGA MAFUTA MURTAGH FYFIELD MINGOIA WHITELY SMITH RHEAD COULTHIRST MCDONNELL WOODARDS HUDDART

TUE 19 TORQUAY UNITED FA CUP H

SAT 23 STOCKPORT COUNTY NL A A

TUE 26 CHESTERFIELD NL H H

SAT 30 EASTLEIGH NL H H

FEBRUARY

TUE 2 WEYMOUTH NL H H

SAT 6 MAIDENHEAD UNITED NL A

TUE 9 WEYMOUTH NL A

SAT 13 SUTTON UNITED NL H

TUE 16 YEOVIL TOWN NL H H

SAT 20 ALTRINCHAM NL A

TUE 23 BROMLEY NL H

SAT 27 SOLIHULL MOORS NL H

MARCH

TUE 2 WEALDSTONE NL A

SAT 6 DAGENHAM & REDBRIDGE NL A A

TUE 9 WOKING NL A A

SAT 13 TORQUAY UNITED NL H H

TUE 16 NOTTS COUNTY NL H H

SAT 20 ALDERSHOT TOWN NL A A

SAT 27 DOVER ATHLETIC NL H H

APRIL

FRI 2 SUTTON UNITED NL A A

MON 5 HARTLEPOOL UNITED NL H H

SAT 10 WEALDSTONE NL H H

TUE 13 CHESTERFIELD NL A A

SAT 17 YEOVIL TOWN NL A A

SAT 24 STOCKPORT COUNTY NL H H

MAY

MON 3 KING’S LYNN TOWN NL H A

SAT 8 FC HALIFAX TOWN NL A H

SAT 15 WREXHAM NL H H

SAT 22 EASTLEIGH NL A A

SAT 29 MAIDENHEAD UNITED NL H A

TBC BARNET NL H

SUBSTITUTESSTARTING 11ATTRESULTVENUEMATCHOPPONENTDATE

GOAL SCORED

SUBSTITUTION

BCDBCD - BEHIND

CLOSED DOORS

Match Pass 
Streaming

After recently being placed 
under a new National 

Lockdown we will continue 
with our match day live 

stream that fall in line with 
the governments guidance 
to continue to play games 

behind closed doors. 
This includes live coverage 

of the game with match 
commentary, a match day 

e-programme, for just  
£9.99, or free to all of our 

existing adult and OAP 
season ticket holders.
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It’s been a busy time for the club with 
cancelled fixtures as well as a huge FA Cup 
game with Millwall, what has the atmosphere 
been like within the group? 

It has been very stop-start season as everyone 

is aware, luckily we as a club haven’t yet had 

to postpone for COVID issues. However, even 

we can see that the weather will now start to 

add to the uncertainty of fixtures… 

However, the atmosphere in the group has 

been first class. We’ve got a small squad 

but what we lack in numbers we make for 

in character, hard work and togetherness. 

It has been a great experience so far this 

season, with this team. We really have made 

some great memories and history; it is just 

a shame that the fans aren’t here with us 

as they always add an extra element to the 

atmosphere - especially on a match day.

The Buildbase FA Trophy presents a chance to 
play at Wembley, what are your thoughts on 
the competition?

The Buildbase FA trophy is a great chance to 

get to Wembley for teams at our level. There’s 

never an easy game in the trophy (or League) 

as it’s a big chance for silverware. But is 

poses a great experience for us as a team to 

play at the Home of English Football, which I 

imagine is the dream for most footballers no 

matter their league or level.

With a Play Off position in touching distance 
how does this affect the team’s performance 
knowing how crucial each game is?

I think the boys are always aware of league 

position, it is always in the back of our minds. 

But our mentality right now is that it’s business 

as usual, one game at a time and that’s how 

we go about each game. 

We now have a positivity and mindful coach 

as part of our first team staff, who has helped 

us adopt this mindset. Not only this, but it has 

definitely been a chief reason in what has 

helped us to keep a positive mental state and 

atmosphere in the team when games have 

been so uncertain, such as our two week dry 

spell of no games over Christmas.

What would it mean to you if Boreham Wood 
were to go all the way sand make it to the 
EFL?

It would be a dream come true if Boreham 

Wood got to the EFL! I’ve been here for 

nearly six years now and I’ve seen how 

much effort the Gaffer, Chairman, CEO and 

everyone behind the scenes puts in. They 

all deserve it just as much as the people on 

the pitch and with hard work, it’s more than 

possible with this current group of players that 

we have to make this dream come true.

We have been so close on a number of times 

in the past few season and to take it that one 

step further would be a fantastic memory that 

I would love to experience here at Boreham 

Wood, and one that I am sure many others 

would like to relish in as well. 

You’ve been at the club for a few seasons 
now, what does this club mean to you?

Personally, this Club has given me everything. 

The club has been there for me through my 

ups and downs, both on and off the field. 

Every training session, every time I’m in the 

building I try to be the best I can be to just 

give a little something back to the Club.

DAVID STEPHENS
IN CONVERSATION WITh
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last time out

1 YEOVIL TOWN
2 TORQUAY UNITED

2/1/2021 | Huish Park 
National League

COVOLAN

RANDELL

Lemonheigh-Evans

MOXEY

NEMANE

WARREN

CAMERON

SHERRING

HALL

WHITFIELD

UMERAH

CURRENT FORM / LAST 5 GAMES

THE
GULLS

L 0-1

DAGENHAM 
& REDBRIDGE 

NATIONAL LEAGUE 
15/12/2020 | HOME

W 0-1

CHESHAM
UNITED 

FA TROPHY 4TH ROUND
20/12/2020 | AWAY

W 6-1

YEOVIL 
TOWN 

NATIONAL LEAGUE 
26/12/2020 | HOME

W 3-4

WEYMOUTH  

NATIONAL LEAGUE 
28/12/2020 | AWAY

D 0-0

KING’S LYNN
TOWN

NATIONAL LEAGUE 
12/12/2020 | AWAY

MATCHDAY CENTRE

THE
WOOD

CURRENT FORM / LAST 5 GAMES

w 0-1

NOTTS
COUNTY 

NATIONAL LEAGUE 
8/12/2020 | AWAY

w 3-2

ALDERSHOT
TOWN 

NATIONAL LEAGUE 
12/12/2020 | HOME

W/O

YEOVIL
TOWN 

FA TROPHY 4TH ROUND
22/12/2020 | HOME

Sorba Thomas’ strike was enough for Boreham 

Wood to grab a point from table topping Torquay 

United. Sam Sherring opened the scoring early in 

the first half before Thomas struck on the stroke of 

half-time.

TORQUAY UNITED   1
BOREHAM WOOD   1
 
NATIONAL LEAGUE
14TH NOVEMBER 2020
PLAINMOOR

LAST time we met

ASHMORE

Ilesamni

MAFUTA

Smith

Tshimanga

Morias

Stephens

Fyfield

Murtagh

WHITELY

mingoia

last time out

DOVER ATHLETIC 1
BOREHAM WOOD 1

12/1/2021 | Crabble Athletic Ground
National League

w 3-0

BARNET 

NATIONAL LEAGUE 
2/1/2021 | HOME

L 0-2

MILLWALL 

FA CUP 3RD ROUND 
9/1/2021 | HOME
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THE OPPOSITION
TORQUAY UNITED

THE GAFFER

GARY JOHNSON
 

Experienced gaffer, Gary Johnson took over at Plainmoor in 2018 following  
a three year spell with Cheltenham Town. 

Johnson started his managerial career with Newmarket Town before managing: 
Cambridge United, Kettering Town, Latvia, Yeovil Town, Bristol City, Peterborough 

United, Northampton Town, Cheltenham and now Torquay. 

Johnson though is best known for his time with Yeovil Town where he has had 
two stints. The second was even more successful than that first with Johnson 
spearheading the club to promotion to the Championship for the first time  

in the clubs history. 

THE PLAYMAKER 

ASA
HALL

Torquay United captain, Asa Hall 
is a former England U19&20 
representative and boasts an 

impressive footballing CV, having 
played for: Birmingham City, Luton 
Town, Oxford United, Shrewsbury 
Town, Aldershot Town, Cheltenham 
Town, Barrow and now Torquay. 

The 34-year-old brings a lot 
of experience and grit into the 

Torquay midfield, where he has 
played his football since 2018. 

Hall also gained experience in 
non-league via loan spells whilst 

at a young age with Boston United 
and Ashford Town. 

THE DESTROYER 

DEAN
MOXEY

Experienced left-back, Dean Moxey 
has played his trade in both the 

Championship and Premier League 
with the likes of Derby County and 

Crystal Palace. 

Moxey has an impressive record of 
winning promotion at every level 
of professional English football, 
from the National Leauge to the 

Championship. 

The 34-year-old has racked up 
well over 550 senior appearances 

over his career where he has 
represented: Exeter City, Derby 
County, Crystal Palace, Bolton 
Wanderers and now Torquay 

United. 

It is with Exeter City where Moxey 
made his name right at the 

start of his career, making 176 
appearances before returning to 

the club in 2017 before heading to 
Plainmoor. 

THE FINISHER 

DANNY 
WRIGHT

Striker, Danny Wirght holds an 
impressive record in front of goal 

at National League level with 
successful spells with: Cambridge 
United, Wrexham, Forest Green 
Rovers, Cheltenham Town and 

Solihull Moors. 

The 36-year-old target man started 
his career with Histon and scored 

the only goal as they knocked 
Swindon Town out of the FA Cup 

first round in a huge shock. 

Wright’s most impressive campaign 
though came with Cheltenham 

Town where he notched 22 
goals in 43 National League 
appearances in a promotion 

winning season. Wright then went 
onto score 9 in 41 in League Two. 

THE STAND OUTS

BOREHAM WOOD vs TORQUAY UNITED & BARNET26
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GOALKEEPERS 

SHAUN MACDONALD
Shaun MacDonald emerged from the shadows to 
become one of the key members of United’s 2018/19 
title-winning squad.

Following spells with Gateshead and Blyth Spartans, 
MacDonald joined the club in July 2018 following a 
successful post-season trial. After sharing the ‘keeping 
duties during the opening months of the campaign, 
MacDonald would go on to become the club’s 
undisputed first-choice keeper.

Shaun was recognised for his brilliance during the 
season by being named as the National League South’s 
‘Player of the Month’ for December 2018.

LUCAS COVOLAN CAVAGNARI
Goalkeeper Lucas Covolan Cavagnari joined United in 
May 2019, following a brief trial with the club midway 
through the previous season.

Capped by Brazil at U20 level, Cavagnari began his 
career with Brazilian giants Vasco da Gama, and 
played for a number of other clubs in his homeland 
prior to joining English non-league side Whitehawk. 
Impressive spells at Lewes and Worthing followed, which 
alerted the Gulls’ management to his potential.

Lucas will be setting his sights on challenging Shaun 
MacDonald for the Number 1 jersey as United embark 
on their first season back in the National League.

DEFENDERS 

SAM SHERRING
Having risen through the ranks at the Cherries, defender 
Sherring, 20, also enjoyed a highly impressive spell at 
Weymouth in 2018/19, making 37 league and cup 
appearances as The Terras were crowned champions of 
the Southern League.

OWEN PRICE
After making a number of promising appearances 
alongside the first-team during our warm-up matches last 
July, left-back Price continued to display his potential in 
both youth and reserve matches throughout the course of 
2019/20 campaign, as well as receiving international 
recognition in November, after being called up to 
represent the England Colleges National Team.

 

BEN WYNTER
Defender Ben Wynter went from strength to strength 
during the victorious 2018/19 campaign, as he 
established himself as one of key components of United’s 
backline.

Wynter, 20, joined the club after spending 2017/18 
with National League side, Bromley. He spent his his 
youth career at Crystal Palace and he signed his first pro 
contract with the Eagles in 2016. Wynter has primarily 
played as a right-back, but can also play at centre-back.

After notching his first goal for the club during the 4-0 
home win over Slough Town in January, Ben secured 
his part in Yellow Army folklore by scoring the crucial 
stoppage-time leveller in the 3-3 draw away to title rivals 
Woking in April 2019.

LIAM DAVIS
In a team packed full of heroes, left-back Liam Davis 
emerged as the only ever present member of the Gulls’s 
squad during the 2018/19 title sucess.

Liam joined the Club in the summer of 2017, following 
a career that has taken in spells at Coventry City, 
Northampton Town, Oxford United, Yeovil Town, GAIS, 
and Cheltenham Town.

His athleticism and pace has proved to be a valuable 
asset for when turning defence into attack, and Liam 
notched his first goal for the club in the 1-0 win over 
Bath City in August 2018.

DEAN MOXEY
Dean, 34, brings with him a wealth of experience, 
having racked up over 550 senior appearances for the 
likes of Exeter City, Derby County, Crystal Palace and 
Bolton Wanderers.

Having played a part in winning promotion at every 
level from the National League up to the Championship, 
Moxey’s experience of the top five divisions in English 
football can only serve as a further boost to an already-
impressive looking United squad.

LOUIE SLOUGH
Louie Slough signed his first professional deal in August 
2019. Slough, 18, is a product of the South Devon 
College post 16 football program. His performances in 
United’s 2019-20 pre-season campaign helped secure a 
permanent deal for the composed defender.

KYLE CAMERON
After joining the club in July 2018, Kyle Cameron would 
go on to become one of the division’s star performers 

as United swept towards the 2018/19 National league 
South title.

After spending his youth career with Newcastle United. 
Cameron spent time on loan at Workington, York City, 
and Queen of the South and has also been capped by 
Scotland twice at Under-21 level.

A natural left-footer, Kyle put in a number of 
commanding displays throughout the season and 
notched his first goal for the club with a towering header 
in the vital 1-0 away win at Concord Rangers in March 
2019.

Kyle was rewarded for a fantastic campaign by being 
named in the 2018/19 National League South ‘Team of 
the Season’.

FRASER KERR
Towering centre-back Fraser Kerr made his name in the 
higher reaches of the Scottish game prior to establishing 
himself in England. Having seen his route into 
Birmingham City’s first-team by a number of established 
stars despite Scotland Under-21 recognition,  a 
successful six-month loan spell with SPL side Motherwell 
was to prove to be the catalyst for Fraser’s career, with a 
permanent move subsequently taking place in July 2013.

A regular in The Well side during his time at Fir Park, 
Kerr took part in all three of the club’s brief Europa 
League campaigns, figuring in the ties against Levante 
(Spain), FC Kuban Krasnodar (Russia) and Stjarnan 
(Iceland). Spells at League One sides Cowdenbeath 
and Stenhousemuir would herald more regular first-team 
action, before National League side Gateshead saw 
him take up the opportunity to return South ahead of the 
2017/18 campaign.

Over the next eighteen months, Fraser established himself 
at the heart of The Heed backline, before financial 
difficulties saw the club sell one of its most prized assets 
to divisional rivals Hartlepool in February 2019. Last 
season saw Kerr make 28 appearances for Pools, before 
Johnson moved to add the experienced centre-back to his 
defensive roster for 2020/21.

GARY WARREN
Gary produced a number of impressive displays on loan 
from near neighbours Exeter City earlier this year, prior 
to rejoining Gary Johnson’s side in the summer of 2020. 
It was at Southern League side Mangotsfield United 
that Warren first made his name, amassing over 150 
appearances for the club, before clocking up another 
century in the colours of University-affiliated side Team 
Bath.

Following Bath’s dissolution in 2009, Gary made 
the move to Welsh side Newport County, where his 
committed displays immediately endeared him to The 
Exiles’ faithful, as the club stormed to the National 
League South in his first season. His selection as County 
skipper was no surprise to anybody that had seen 
his performances in an Amber shirt, and nor was the 
clamour for his services following the expiry of his 
contract following three years at the club.

Eventually it was Scottish Premier side Inverness 
Caledonian Thistle that won the race for his signature, 
with Warren amply repaying them during the course 
of the next six years. Thistle continually defied the 
odds north of the border, with success in the 2014/15 
Scottish Cup paving the way for European football 
the following season. After helping to steer the side to 
the Scottish Challenge Cup during his final year in the 
Highlands, Gary returned to his Westcountry roots to 
sign for Yeovil Town in the pre-season of 2018. Despite 
a difficult season for The Glovers, his leadership skills 
caught the attentions of fellow League Two side Exeter, 
who were quick to swoop for the experienced centre-
back the following summer.

MIDFIELDERS 

CONNOR LEMONHEIGH-EVANS
Connor, 22, first joined TUFC on loan from 
Championship side Bristol City in January 2018, before 
returning for a second loan spell in September 2018.

After playing a starring role as United marched towards 
the 2018/19 National League South title, the Yellow 
Army were delighted when it was announced Connor 
would be coming back to Plainmoor for a third time in 
August 2019.

ASA HALL
Midfielder Asa Hall became the first United captain in 
over 90 years to lift a championship trophy, following 
the 2018/19 National League South title success.Hall 
brings a wealth of experience to the squad having made 
over 300 first team appearances turning out for teams 
such as Luton Town, Oxford United, Shrewsbury Town, 
and Cheltenham Town.

He was part of Gary Johnson’s squad that earned the 
Robins a return to the Football League in 2016, prior 
to being reunited with his former manager again last 
season.

Asa’s calming presence, not to mention important 
goals, helped steer United towards the National League 

TORQUAY UNITED
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TORQUAY UNITED

South summit last season, and he was recognised for 
his influential performances by being named in the 
2018/19 National league South ‘Team of the Season’.

United’s captain will now be hoping that history repeats 
itself once again as he leads his team back into the 
National League in 2019/20.

ARMANI LITTLE
Midfielder Armani Little agreed a deal with the club in 
May 2019, following an outstanding season on loan at 
United’s National League South title rivals, Woking.

Little began his career at Premier League club 
Southampton, and made a handful of appearances in 
the Checkatrade Trophy for the club, prior to joining 
League One side Oxford in the summer of 2018.

It was during two loan spells at Woking though, that 
Armani really began to make his mark, as his cultured 
performances in the Cardinals’ engine room helped to 
steer his club towards promotion. Armani adds another 
dimension to United’s already impressive midfield roster, 
as Johnson’s men strive to impose themselves on the 
National League in 2019/20.

JAKE ANDREWS
Jake Andrews delighted the Yellow Army by agreeing a 
permanent deal with the club in June 2019, following a 
tremendous spell on loan during 2018/9.

After rising through the ranks at Championship side 
Bristol City, Jake enjoyed productive loan spells at non-
league sides Guernsey and Chippenham Town prior to 
linking up manager Gary Johnson for the first time during 
a brief stint at Cheltenham Town.

After signing for the Gulls in August 2018, United’s 
title-winning campaign saw Andrews’ career reach 
new heights, with his 32 appearances, 12 goals and 
numerous assists playing a huge part in helping the 
club secure a return to the National League at the first 
attempt.

BEN WHITFIELD
Whitfield, 23, signed a permanent dal with The Gulls 
following a productive spell with the Port Vale last 
season, making 33 appearances and scoring 4 goals.

Ben began his career with non-league Guiseley before 
turning professional with AFC Bournemouth. Loan 
stints with Kidderminster and Yeovil followed, before a 
season-long loan spell with the Valiants during 2017/18 
preceded his permanent move to Vale Park last summer.

Whitfield’s chance to impress came quicker than 
expected, as he entered the fray on 34 minutes following 
an injury to Armani Little. The ex-Port Vale winger took 
full advantage of the opportunity though, by netting 
United’s 79th minute equaliser.

ADAM RANDELL
Midfielder Randell, also 20 years old, was a regular 
member of Argyle’s squad last season, making 8 
appearances in all competitions as Ryan Lowe’s Pilgrims 
secured an instant return to League One.

AARON NEMANE
Pacy French-born wideman Nemane, 22, left Premier 
League giants Manchester City in the summer of 2019, 
having gained notable experience across Europe during 
loan spells at Scottish Premiership big-hitters Glasgow 
Rangers, Dutch side Go Ahead Eagles and Tubize in 
Belgium.

MATT BUSE
Matt Buse joined TUFC in the summer of 2019. He 
impressed in a number of pre-season friendlies to earn 
himself a contract. He can play in a number of positions 
and provides much needed flexibility within United’s 
squad.

JACOB EVANS
The addition of attacking midfielder Evans is further 
evidence of the superb work going on in the club’s 
youth department under Under-18s manager Chris 
Todd, and highlights the success of United’s link-up with 
South Devon College. With Jacob joining The Gulls’ 
professional ranks, the Yellow Army can now begin to 
look forward to cheering on local homegrown talent 
once again.

FORWARDS 

OLAF KOSZELA
Olaf Koszela signed his first professional contract 
following his 17th birthday at the end of March 2019.

A hugely prolific scorer for the club’s Under-18 team, 
Koszela made a number of impressive performances 
towards the end of United’s 2018/19 title-winning 
campaign, culminating in scoring his first senior goal 
against Chippenham Town just a month after turning pro.

Olaf will be looking to continue his progression this 
season, as United embark on a new challenge in the 
National League.

 

BILLY WATERS
Having begun his career at Crewe Alexandra, a 
successful trial with Town paid huge dividends for both 
the team and individual, as Waters notched 11 goals 
as The Robins marched towards the 2015/16 National 
League title. Billy went on to enjoy an even better season 
in the division above the following season, with his 16 
goals earning him Cheltenham’s Player of the Season 
award, prior to his move to Northampton later that 
summer.

Subsequent loan spells at Cambridge United, 
Cheltenham again and Newport have followed, however 
United’s boss is now looking forward to seeing the 
player display his talents in a yellow shirt.

JOSH UMERAH
Catford-born frontman Umerah, 23, joins The Gulls 
following a spell with divisional rivals Ebbsfleet United 
last season. Having come through the ranks at Charlton 
Athletic, loan stints with Kilmarnock and Wycombe 
preceded two seasons of National League action, 
initially with another temporary spell at Boreham Wood, 
before Josh signed a permanent deal with Ebbsfleet last 
summer.

ANDREW NELSON
Andrew enhanced his reputation in Scotland, however 
by then then Nelson had already been earmarked as 
a striker with huge potential during his time at North 
East giants Sunderland. Never far from first-team 
consideration, Andrew made three appearances for The 
Black Cats’ EFL Trophy sides in 2016/17 and 2017/18, 
with additional game time gained during temporary 
spells at Hartlepool (League Two), Harrogate (National 
league North) and Falkirk (Scottish Championship).

An unfortunate injury curtailed Nelson’s hopes on 
involvement in Sunderland’s League One challenge, 
however six goals in just five games for National 
League North side Darlington alerted SPL side Dundee, 
who promptly secured his passage to Dens Park for an 
undisclosed fee during the January transfer window.

His impact in Scotland was immediate, as he notched the 
winner on his debut in a 2-1 at Hearts, before following 
it up with a double in a 2-2 draw at home to Kilmarnock 
and another in a 2-1 win at Livingston. It would be 
largely a season of struggle for The Dee though, with 
relegation confirmed with two games remaining.

Another lightning-quick start to 2019/20 saw Andrew 
further strengthen his place in the hearts of Dundee 
supporters, with an opening day brace sealing League 

Cup success at Raith, before claiming the only goal in 
the 1-0 win at Ayr and a consolation in the derby defeat 
at rivals Dundee United before August was out. The 
club’s failure to secure an immediate return to the top-
flight signalled a number of cost-cutting exercises, with 
Torquay acting quickest to reap the rewards by tempting 
the 22-year old forward to swap the Scottish Lowlands 
for the English Riviera.

DANNY WRIGHT
Although Danny has never played in a United shirt 
before, Plainmoor regulars will have long-admired 
the Norwich-born centre forward’s performances for 
a number of opposition sides over the past decade, 
beginning with his starring role in village side Histon’s 
remarkable rise up through the footballing ranks between 
2007-2010.

2008/09 was a notable highpoint for both the team 
and Danny himself, with his winner in the 1-0 FA Cup 
win over League One Swindon Town setting up an even 
more memorable triumph over the mighty Leeds United 
in the following round. Although it would be Torquay 
themselves that would ultimately scupper Histon’s 
Football League dreams in the play-offs, Wright was now 
a man in demand, with a succession of National League 
clubs benefiting from his goalscoring exploits during 
the next five years, prior to his first link-up with current 
United boss Johnson in July 2015.

Stints at the top tier of non-league football with 
Cambridge, Wrexham, Forest Green, Gateshead and 
Kidderminster had seen Danny earn himself a reputation 
as one of the most feared strikers at that level, however 
the Football League remained uncharted waters, until 
his move to Johnson’s Cheltenham Town saw the 
Gloucestershire outfit  reclaim their League Two status at 
the first time of asking. Aided by the likes of future United 
colleagues Asa Hall and Aaron Downes, Wright’s 22 
goals in 44 games played a large part in seeing The 
Robins secure the title by twelve points, with the target 
man proving equally effective in the EFL, as he notched 
11 goals during in first season amongst the sacred 92.

A move back into the National League with an ambitious 
Solihull Moors side in 2018 would once again see 
the best brought out in player and team, with another 
double-figure tally seeing Tim Flowers’ men go within 
touching distance of securing promotion. Danny jumped 
at the chance of renewing his successful partnership his 
former Cheltenham boss – with a Football League return 
very much on the agenda for all concerned.
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It is with delight that the Club can 

announce that Manager Luke Garrard  

has been chosen as National League 

Manager of the Month for December. 

Despite December being a stop/start month for 

the Club on the pitch with back-to-back-to-back 

postponements over the festive period, Garrard 

guided Wood to a strong start to the month and 

within touching distance of the National League 

play-offs with a 100% record.

A difficult start to the season saw Wood sitting in 

16th position with nine points from our opening 

nine games, however a 100% record with three 

wins in three December league fixtures saw Wood 

climb to within two points of the coveted play-off 

places with games in hand over the play-off place 

incumbents.

Most impressive was not just the manner in which 

Wood played during the month of December, 

but the opposition and circumstance too. Two of 

the three wins came against high flying former 

Football League opposition in Hartlepool United 

and Notts County, both taking up a play-off 

position themselves and both away from home.

These back-to-back victories were followed by 

a Meadow Park classic against Aldershot Town 

in front of the returning Wood fans on the day 

the Club celebrated the lives of the two Micky’s, 

Wood legends Micky Jackson and Micky Lennon. 

After allowing a 2-goal advantage to slip, as we 

entered the last 5-minutes of the tightly contested 

affair, our very own Sorba Thomas popped up in 

the right place at the right time to clinch Wood 

all 3-points in front our much missed home 

faithful, for perhaps what will be the only time this 

season…

Upon receiving the award Garrard commented, 

“I think this shows the great work from everyone 

involved at the Club to achieve a 100% record 

during the month of December, which is 

impressive. This is as such their award as it is 

mine.

“We now as a group need to continue working 

smart and take our month of December form 

into the rest of the season to ensure we deliver 

on what we set out for at the beginning of this 

season.

“I want to thank the Chairman, Charlie and all day-

to-day staff for all their hard work to allow myself, 

the management team and the players the luxury 

to perform week in, week out.”

Well done, Luke!
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After plenty of social media 
speculation over the past 3-months, 
that has only increased with the 
opening of the January transfer 
window, the Club can confirm that the 
sale of our very own Sorba Thomas 
to Championship side Huddersfield 
Town AFC has been completed for an 
undisclosed Club record fee.
 

Sorba joined the Club 6-years ago in 2015 
as a scholar within our renowned BW 
PASE Academy as an impressionable yet 
confident budding footballer, who has 
worked tirelessly ever since to firstly earn 
recognition of Academy Manager Cameron 
Mawer, then later First Team Manager Luke 
Garrard, while always having the support 
and confidence of our Chairman Danny 
Hunter.

During his time as a youth team player 
at Meadow Park, Sorba won multiple 
National College titles with the Club. He 
also represented England at College level 
on numerous occasions, in what was 
unquestionably one of the Academy’s most 
successful periods in its 20-year existence.

In that side alone, Sorba lined up alongside 
Ben Goodliffe (Wolves, Dagenham & 
Redbridge and Sutton United) and Iliman 

N’Diaye (Sheffield United), amongst others. 
However, throughout his time with us, Sorba 
was undoubtedly the Academy’s brightest 
light and will go down in Club folk law as 
one of the most talented players ever to 
graduate from our elite BW PASE Academy.

Upon graduating from the Academy at 
the end of the 2017/18 campaign, a season 
which also saw Sorba make his Wood First 
Team debut at Meadow Park and feature in 
our National League play-off final defeat at 
Wembley Stadium. Sorba then put pen to 
paper to sign his first professional contract 
with the Club in the summer of 2018, a 
contract that was further improved just a 
year later, with a brand new 3-year contract 
in July 2019.

The 2019/20 season saw the pandemic 
hit the world and though our league 
campaign was cut short, it still proved to be 
Sorba’s breakout season in a Wood shirt, 
as he finally realised that he more than 
belonged at senior level. As his belief grew, 
his budding reputation began to gather 
momentum and through some sparkling 
performances during the campaign he was 
starting to get noticed by Football League 
clubs all the way up to the Championship.

Over the past two seasons, whilst working 
alongside Luke Garrard, Cameron Mawer 

and the Wood management team at 
Meadow Park, Sorba has improved 
drastically, by refining his indisputable raw 
talents to quickly become one of the most 
exciting talents outside the Football League, 
with some devastating performances at 
National League level.

Those performances attracted the attention 
of the English Football League scouts from 
across the country, including Sunderland, 
Charlton, Peterborough and Huddersfield, 
amongst others. His displays also led to 
Sorba being called up to Paul Fairclough’s 
England C squad last March alongside his 
young Wood teammates Kane Smith and 
Kabongo Tshimanga to take on the Welsh C 
side. However, the international fixture fell 
foul to COVID-19.

Sorba now joins an elite group of player’s 
that we like to call our “PASE Pro’s.” These 
lads have graduated from the Club’s 
Academy to join established Football 
League outfits, including the likes of Lee 
Hodson (Watford, MK Dons, Rangers), Kyle 
Vassell (Peterborough United, Blackpool, 
Rotherham United), Pelly Ruddock (West 
Ham United, Luton Town), amongst many, 
many others…

Upon Sorba joining a Championship outfit, 
Chairman Danny Hunter said ”I’ve just 
read the press release and in truth, what a 
great job everyone’s done in developing 
him, in caring for him and in giving him the 
life lessons that he’ll need to succeed. I’ve 
watched this talented boy struggle get to 
the ground every day from the East End of 
London in rain, sleet and shine to complete 
his studies and play the game he loves. I’ve 
seen him improve his mentality and focus, 
while developing physically from a boy into 
a man, and in truth he now has the world at 
his feet.

“That said, now is the right time to hand 
him over to a great Championship club like 
Huddersfield Town and let them continue his 
development. I’m quite certain that if Sorbs 
stays injury free [and he’s never injured, 
touch wood.] If he continues to work hard 
and gets that bit of lady luck that we all 
need, then we’ll soon be hearing a lot of 
great things about him. I know I’m biased 
but I think it’s more than possible that Sorbs 
can become a Welsh International within 
18-months if he gets a chance to perform. 
He’s got all the attributes you need to 
progress; he’s quick, he sees a pass, he’s 

strong, he’s got great balance, he can go 
both ways and he gets important goals and 
assists, but whatever happens I’m just very 
proud of him.” Hunter concluded.

Following years and years of building a 
close working relationship with Sorba and 
nurturing his development on pitch, Manage 
Luke Garrard had this to say on Sorba’s big 
move, “I remember fondly when Sorba first 
came to BW PASE Academy, he was a lad 
that believed in his ability and would work 
tirelessly at his craft and always tried to 
better himself.

“He wouldn’t progress into the First Team 
until his 3rd year at the Club, but he really 
made a name for himself last season with 
some outstanding performances, with sides 
having to double up on him because he had 
that much of an impact…

“To see Sorba finally get the move he 
deserves is like a “proud father moment” for 
me and many at the Club. Having spoken to 
him to discuss this opportunity once terms 
were agreed between the two Clubs, Sorba 
was left speechless and anyone that knows 
him knows that’s not very often the case.

“Sorba understands what’s at stake and the 
chance he has given himself. Huddersfield 
Town are an established Championship 
side, who were in the Premier League 
just two seasons ago. It will be a great 
environment for Sorba in the next stage of 
his development, with fantastic facilities, 
great coaching and a track record of success 
nurturing players.

“A special mention must go to Academy 
Manager Cameron Mawer who was 
instrumental in his development, as well 
as of course the Chairman, who had an 
unbelievable care for Sorba throughout 
his time with us. Both can take huge 
pride in getting him the move into the 
Championship.” Garrard concluded.

On behalf of everyone at Boreham Wood 
FC, we wish Sorba the very best of luck in 
this next exciting chapter of his footballing 
journey.

Good luck, Sorba – always one of our own!
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We are a facilities 
management company, 
cleaning large and small 
sites around the UK. 

This season, we know 
you’ll clean up the 
opposition. And we’ll 
be working behind 
the scenes to help you 
every step of the way.

We Are The Wood!

As the cleaning  
operatives at Meadow 
Park, we have worked 
with the club to ensure 
it is match ready and 
safe for players and 
fans.

EDUCLEAN LTD IS PROUD TO BE BOREHAM 

WOOD FC’S NEW PRINCIPAL SPONSOR

Telephone 

01344 747406 

for further  

details or visit  

educleanltd.co.uk

REPORT IT.
KICK IT OUT   OF FOOTBALL.



Torquay United

MATCH
OFFICIALS

Referee
Scott Tallis

Assistant
Referees

Gary Jerden
Jamie Pope

Fourth
Official

Daniel Simpson

NEXT
AWAY

NEXT
HOME

vs. CHESTERFIELD
26th January 2021
19:45pm
National League

MATCH & BALL
SPONSORS

! @BorehamWoodFC        " @boreham_woodfc        $ @boreham_woodfc        * Boreham Wood TV

www.borehamwoodfootballclub.co.uk

1 Shaun MacDonald

2 Ben Wynter

3 Liam Davis

4 Kyle Cameron

5 Fraser Kerr

6 Gary Warren

7 Connor Lemonheigh-Evans

8 Asa Hall

9 Danny Wright

10 Armani Little

11 Jake Andrews

12 Adam Randell

14 Andrew Nelson

15 Matt Buse

16 Sam Sherring

17 Jacob Evans

18 Olaf Koszela

20 Louie Slough

21 Dean Moxey

22 Owen Price

23 Aaron Nemane

25 Billy Waters

33 Lucas Covolan Cavagnari

34 Ben Whitfield

35 Josh Umerah

Manager
Gary Johnson

TODAY’S
FIXTURES

DAGENHAM & REDBRIDGE vs 
STOCKPORT COUNTY

EASTLEIGH vs
KING’S LYNN TOWN

HALIFAX vs 
SOUTHPORT 

ALDERSHOT vs
SOLIHULL

BROMLEY vs
WOKING 

vs. STOCKPORT COUNTY
23rd January 2021
15:00pm
National League

Manager
Luke Garrard

Boreham Wood

1 Nathan Ashmore

2 Danny Woodards

3 Femi Ilesanmi

4 Mark Ricketts (C)

5 Tom Champion

6 David Stephens

7 Piero Mingoia

8 Gus Mafuta

9 Kabongo Tshimanga

10 Keiran Murtagh

11 Corey Whitely

12 Jamal Fyfield

14 Krystian Pearce

15 Matt Rhead

16 Zaine Francis-Angol

17 Ryan Huddart

18 Shaquile Coulthirst

19 Kane Smith

20 Adam McDonnell

21 Martin Brennan

22 Junior Morias


