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TODAY WE WELCOME OUR VERY GOOD 
FRIENDS FROM FC HALIFAX TOWN TO 
MEADOW PARK FOR THIS NATIONAL 
LEAGUE ENCOUNTER. MAY I WISH THEIR 
DIRECTORS, MANAGER AND PLAYERS  
AN ENJOYABLE STAY WITH US AND  
A SAFE JOURNEY HOME.

Well what can I say that could possibly 
explain my thoughts over the last 8 or 
9 months? In truth there was nothing as 
we entered March 2020, that could have 
prepared me, prepared you or prepared  
our towns or communities for what we’ve 
all since endured as a virus we’d never 
heard of killed over 42,000 people in  
the UK.

It’s very easy, I suppose, to put on a 
businessman’s brave face, but it’s not 
easy to forget what all club Chairmen and 
Owners at non-league level have been 
through in keeping our clubs afloat and, 
in truth, what we are continuing to go 
through.

That said, I cannot complain because for 
many of us, we’ve been very very lucky as 
we’ve still maintained our friendships, our 
sense of humour, our health and we are 
now finally seeing some light at the end of  
a very long tunnel, as my recent meeting 
with the DCMS Minister Oliver Dowden  
has shown me.

For me though, as the single Director, 
Owner and Chairman here at Meadow 
Park, from the moment that lockdown was 
announced, it has always been about me 
keeping my family and my staff safe and 
giving them some sort of financial  
security.

As such, it has very much been about 
ensuring I had a financial strength and then 
finding a way to keep this club I love and 
my staff financially afloat. Of course, when  
I look back at those very dark days in 
March, April, May and June, they are in 
some really weird way, now already almost 
a distant memory.

Back then the most important thing after 
dealing with the health of my family, 
friends and staff, was also the well-being of 
everyone associated with our club and our 
community.

In truth as we arrive at this very important 
point today in our history, where the 
pandemic is once again gathering pace 
both in London and around the country, 
we now know we will play our first home 
league game of the season, but behind 
closed doors, and that’s of course more 
than disappointing, but it is for me the 
correct decision at this time.

Since that news came through, we’ve of 
course now had to refund some of our 
season ticket holders, though many more 
(indeed more than I could have hoped for), 
have agreed to keep their season ticket and 
put their monies toward our new streaming 
service - so thank you.

Even at the very tender age of just 58, haha, 
and after having spent over 20 years as a 
Prop Master in the British Film Industry and 
with over 20 years’ experience as a football 
club owner, I’m still a hugely ambitious 
football individual and I’m still motivated 
to keep our small community club moving 
forward.

In truth I’ve never been prouder of my 
young manager Mr Luke Garrard, who has 
been at my side for the best part of 15 
years in one capacity or other and has been 
a real rock for me, certainly since March. 
That said, on top of Luke, I would also like 
to thank two ever present club stalwarts 
in Dell Ward, our present Club Secretary, 
and Peter Smith my trusted Club Advisor, 
who have both been with me every step of 
the way since I became Chairman here way 
back in 1999.

It should also be remembered that Peter 
was here as far back as in the sixties, when 
my father was also the first team manager 
and if memory serves Peter was the then 
Club Press Secretary? So, in truth Peter has 
earned his stripes and he has seen a million 

changes and watched both the club and 
myself grow to where we preside today.

Then there’s others to thank, like our loyal 
supporters, my ever-supportive sponsors, 
my very caring community, my long serving 
or suffering staff and of course there’s our 
hard-working players and backroom team 
for their loyalty, for their fortitude, for 
their continued belief in me and for their 
collective hard work.

For those of you, and there are plenty of 
you, who’ve stood beside me since 1999, 
we’ve all been through so many trials, tears 
and tribulations together that, of course, 
include those heart-breaking relegation 
battles, but it’s fair to say that none of us 
could have dreamt we’d ever need to be 
going through a pandemic together - but in 
truth that’s now our fate I’m afraid and we 
must find a way through it.

That said, we’ve also shared the happy 
memories of those numerous promotions, 
those two huge Play-Off final wins, the big 
FA Cup wins and, of course, our Play-Off 
trip to Wembley.

You have in truth, especially since the 
journey back from Yorkshire, all been very 
much in my thoughts, since we got stuffed 
up at Harrogate in last season’s Play-Off 
semi-final, as we could not share that hurt 
or that defeat together as we have mostly 
done in the past.

Throughout my journey here, so many of 
you have stood proudly beside me, stood 
proudly together and you’ve represented 
me, our club and our town with such 
incredible distinction, with a wicked but 
fantastic sense of humour, which I’ve 
honestly missed immensely.

But it’s now time for us all to somehow 
look forward, to somehow cast off our well-
earned underdog label for perhaps just one 
season, and simply declare, Boreham Wood 
FC are going to challenge for promotion 
this season, as a small club who have got its 
structure right, as a small club who’ve got 

THE CHAIRMAN

DANNY HUNTER
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its finances in place and as a small club who 
have a strong squad which means hope 
will spring eternal, we think, especially this 
season.

Of course, I must ensure that none of us 
get carried away with the strength of our 
squad, as that’s strong only on paper. We 
must also ensure that we never forget our 
humble beginnings or forget where we’ve 
come from or forget what an unbelievable 
journey we’ve all been on to get ourselves 
into a position, where I believe we will put 
together a sustained promotion challenge

For me, whether pandemic or no pandemic, 
nobody can deny that we’ve genuinely 
earned the right to challenge for a place in 
the Football League.

At the moment with this virus once again all 
around us, we are all sitting at a time in our 
history where none of us truly knows what 
our fate is or what our future holds....what 
I do know, is that all of our lives have been 
turned inside out and upside down but, for 
me, I have never wavered in that I have to 
ensure that the 50 plus employees who are 
in my care, must be respected and looked 
after financially for as long as possible.

Those 50 plus local employees, will 
include my cleaners, my administrators, 
my coaches, my players, our teachers, my 
finance team, my media team, my incredible 
medical staff.

Then, on top of those there is my very 
special young Chief Executive, my 
incredibly loyal maintenance team, my 
long serving caterers, bar and kit staff, my 
amazing grounds team and then there’s my 
Covid, safety and medical officers, who are 
all working so diligently to keep us afloat, 
operational and safe.

But, for me, it’s now time to start looking 
ahead and planning for our future. As 
such, I must thank my main sponsor Barnet 
and Southgate College and my principal 
sponsors in Hertsmere Borough Council, 
Elstree and Borehamwood Town Council, 

Arsenal Football Club, GBE, EduClean and, 
of course, my BW PASE Academy, as they 
have all kept our club off life support as I 
went and got my finances worked out.

CLUB INFO
Next week, after two years of meetings, two 
years of planning, countless presentations, 
more meetings and even more planning 
detail. I will finally be in a position, along 
with my architect Paul Beech, to put in a 
really well thought through application that 
deals with the requirements needed for 
us to become an EFL club should we ever 
finally get there.

As such, I’m confident that when I do 
submit the first phase of my two part 
planning application next week, that it 
will get the support it deserves from the 
planners and it will further enhance my 
belief that we will one day take our place 
within the English Football League and I 
feel I will have the support of our Town, 
Councillors, Officers and our Community

My plans are in truth just another building 
block in what I’ve been doing here 
throughout my 22-year journey to date. 
It will, as always, require local backing, 
it will as usual be part of my small steps 
progression of the club - but we are now 
finally, I feel, finally getting there.

Finally, whoever you support, let’s hope for 
an open, attacking game and may the best 
team win.

Take care stay safe.

It’s over to you. 

Danny
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Official Partners of The National League

Chartered Certified Accountants

DAVIS
DAVIS
BONLEY

GAME 
CHANGER...
Together for Football is more than a motto. 

It’s a mission. A mission to improve the quality 

of grassroots facilities across the country.

The Football Foundation is funded by the 

Premier League, The FA and Government.
To find out more about the Football Foundation 
visit footballfoundation.org.uk
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The BW PASE Academy can announce 
that we will be holding our final trial for 
students across London and the Home 
Counties, who might wish to change their 
schools, colleges or simply see a course 
with us that they fancy for the 2020/21 
season and beyond.

This innovative trial is really about those 
students who are not settled where they 
are studying or it’s not quite the education 
institution it was made out to be. As such 
we aim to be a viable alternative and we 
want to showcase ourselves in the coming 
half term, which will take place at Meadow 
Park on Monday 26th October, with a 
1.00pm registration.

Our PASE Academy staff have always 
coined our final trial “the unhappy 
trial” as it has often allowed talented 
young footballers and students who are 
dissatisfied with their current coaching 
levels, timetables or further education 
provision, one last chance to join the UK’s 
number one sports/education programme.

This is the very last opportunity for any 

unhappy player or student out there, who 
thinks they may have gone to the wrong 
school, college or football programme, or 
may have been forced into taking a course 
that they simply don’t want to do, to take 
control of their destiny.

Let’s be honest, if you’re not happy with 
your current further education choice or 
sports/education programme, whether 
you feel unloved, unsafe, simply lost 
within in their environment or simply 
want to challenge yourself within a more 
professional set up, then we hope the BW 
PASE Academy might be the place for you!

What makes us the NUMBER ONE sports/
education programme across the UK?

• Our programme is absolutely FREE and  
 it includes a FREE PUMA training kit  
 (T&C’s apply)

• Over the last 15 years we have averaged  
 over 93% in retention levels, which means  
 our academy players/students are more  
 than happy with the programme each and  
 every year

• Over the last 15 years we have averaged  
 over 94% in success levels, which means  
 our academy players/students fulfill their  
 qualifications within the programme each  
 and every year

• Over the last 15 years we have produced  
 a proven player pathway right to the very  
 top; as so many top young players have  
 become fully fledged professionals within  
 the English football pyramid from Premier  
 League down to National League, as well  
 as hundreds of others entering the  
 semi-professional game

• Over the last 15 years we have produced  
 27 international players, including 24 at  
 youth level and three who have  
 represented their countries at senior level

Please be aware, this really is an outstanding 
opportunity for all you undecided students 
and scholars who really do wish to test 
themselves, to join a top Academy 
programme this season, with our education 
partners Barnet & Southgate College then 
finalising your courses in safe, workable 
class sizes, so we urge you all do not to 
miss this fantastic opportunity.
First Team Manager and Academy Director 
Luke Garrard commented on the trial 
announcement, “Last year we held the same 
trial and of those who attended 75% joined 
the programme and 100% of those are still 
with the BW PASE Academy.”

Garrard continued, “We stress the importance 
of our scholars making educated decisions 
and exploring all of their options. That’s 
why attendees of the ‘unhappy trial’ are still 
with us, because they had seen what other 
education providers and sports/education 
programmes had to offer, they saw the spin 
they put on their programmes and they saw 
first-hand that the BW PASE Academy is 
unrivalled in its care for the student/scholar, 
while our facilities, our safety first approach, 
our coaching programmes and our across 
the board professionalism is unmatched.”

So we urge all of you unhappy scholars, 
undecided students and those of you who 

feel undervalued or unsafe where you are, 
get yourself down to our Meadow Park 
Stadium; meet the Chairman, meet the First 
Team Manager and meet our incredible 
coaching and medical team, play in some 
small sided trial games and see for yourself 
what’s exactly on offer here and make your 
own mind up.

Trust us, the BW PASE Academy really is 
the best around, as it includes free PUMA 
training kit, free match streaming of all our 
first team home games, discounted lunches, 
free transport between sites and lots of 
work experience opportunities.

Put us to the test, give us half a day of your 
time, as this could be the best decision that 
you’ve ever made…
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It is quite fitting my last notes for a 
competitive game at Meadow Park was 
against Halifax in the Quarter Final of 
the Play Offs last year, and our first for 
the 2020/21 Season.

Looking at the two sides, there has been 
a lot of additions to both squads and 
having watched Halifax in their last two 
fixtures they have a very similar identity 
as to how they played last year, but in 
my opinion with better quality.

The likes of Luke Summerfield, Neil Byrne 
and Jake Hyde ,all of whom have great 
experience in the National League, have 
been recruited this summer and will add 
a real quality and threat when it comes 
to winning games of football this season.

With ourselves we have, I believe, 
had our best off-season recruitment.  I 
feel we have been patient in a very 
unpredictable market and added some 
good quality into an already successful 
squad.

Signing Nathan Ashmore on a long term 
deal was huge, he was one of our main 
targets and for us to get him signed was 
important to show the intent of what we 
want to achieve going into this season.

We also brought in Gus Mafuta, who we 
have followed since his time at Salford, 
he brings a great experience and will 
add both strength and quality into our 
midfield.

Corey Whitely returned after several 
years away and again has great 
knowledge of this level as well as his 
ability to add both goals and assist’s to 
the forward line.

Zaine Francis-Angol was then signed in 
the first week of pre season although I 
have flirted with Zaine, prior to his move 
into the Football League.  Zaine has a 
very good record in the National League 
especially with AFC Fylde and he will 
bring great balance down the left hand 
side.

Lastly we added Trialist A (Shaquille 
Coulthirst).  Shaq backed himself to 
come in and earn a deal throughout pre-
season and he hit the ground running 
with a first half hat trick in his opening 

game. His record in the National League 
is 1 in 3 if we can ensure he stays fit and 
sharp I honestly believe we will see the 
best of him.

They come into a group that has been 
very productive and have a mentality 
to improve, I honestly believe this is the 
strongest squad I have worked with and 
can say we have 17 players of real 
quality.

The management team also had a 
slight reshuffle with Vic Akers leaving 
his Assistant Managers post. Vic was 
immense for me and I have total respect 
for him.  However with Vic leaving it 
was important we replaced him with 
just as much quality and I have to say 
once myself the Chairman and Charlie 
discussed David Dodds it was in my 
opinion a no brainer.  We have all 
known Doddsy for some time, and knew 
exactly what he could offer.

Doddsy has been a very welcome 
addition, and brings a level of 
understanding that I believe will increase 
the squads game immensely.  

I felt we performed well in our opening 
Match vs Wrexham, we started the 
game strong and were the team in the 
driving seat.  If I was being critical, I’d 
say we didn’t have enough killer when 
we’re in the final third. If we had taken 
our chances, I feel it could of been a lot 
more comfortable then having to chase 
the game late on.

We need a positive reaction today to 
kick start our season and it’s extremely 
unfortunate that we can’t have the 
fans in the ground to support us, as I 
know how important you have been, 
especially seeing the momentum between 
yourselves and the players last year prior 
to lockdown.

Please continue to support us, and I hope 
we can deliver a successful season.

So let’s all hope for a Win.

Regards,
Luke

Good afternoon. Firstly I would like to welcome Pete Wild, his Players and Staff 
to Meadow Park for our National League Fixture.

THE GAFFER

LUKE GARRARD
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NATIONAL LEAGUE 2020/21

  P W D L F A PT 

1 Eastleigh 2 2 0 0 7 2 6 

2 Sutton United 2 2 0 0 5 1 6 

3 Hartlepool United 2 2 0 0 4 2 6 

4 Woking 2 2 0 0 3 1 6 

5 King’s Lynn Town 2 1 1 0 5 4 4 

6 Bromley 1 1 0 0 4 1 3 

7 FC Halifax Town 2 1 0 1 3 2 3 

8 Notts County 2 1 0 1 3 2 3 

9 Solihull Moors 2 1 0 1 2 2 3 

10 Stockport County 2 1 0 1 2 2 3 

11 Torquay United 2 1 0 1 2 2 3 

12 Wrexham 2 1 0 1 2 2 3 

13 Dover Athletic 2 1 0 1 2 4 3 

14 Barnet 2 1 0 1 3 6 3 

15 Yeovil Town 2 0 2 0 4 4 2 

16 Wealdstone 1 0 1 0 2 2 1 

17 Weymouth 2 0 1 1 0 1 1 

18 Altrincham 2 0 1 1 1 3 1 

19 Macclesfield Town 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

20 Boreham Wood 1 0 0 1 1 2 0 

21 Chesterfield 1 0 0 1 1 2 0 

22 Aldershot Town 2 0 0 2 2 4 0 

23 Dagenham & Redbridge 2 0 0 2 1 4 0 

24 Maidenhead United 2 0 0 2 2 6 0 

Aldershot Town  1 - 2  Sutton United

Boreham Wood  P - P  Macclesfield Town

Bromley  4 - 1  Dover Athletic

Chesterfield  1 - 2  Hartlepool United

Dagenham & Redbridge  1 - 2  Barnet

Eastleigh  2 - 1  Torquay United

Maidenhead United  2 - 3  King's Lynn Town

Solihull Moors  1 - 0  Wrexham

Stockport County  2 - 1  FC Halifax Town

Weymouth  0 - 1  Woking

Yeovil Town  2 - 2  Wealdstone

TUESDAY 6 OCTOBER 2020

Altrincham  0 - 0  Weymouth

Barnet  1 - 5  Eastleigh

Dover Athletic  1 - 0  Notts County

FC Halifax Town  2 - 0  Dagenham & Redbridge

Hartlepool United  2 - 1  Aldershot Town

King’s Lynn Town  2 - 2  Yeovil Town

Macclesfield Town  P - P  Bromley

Sutton United  3 - 0  Maidenhead United

Torquay United  1 - 0  Stockport County

Wealdstone  P - P  Chesterfield

Woking  2 - 1  Solihull Moors

Wrexham  2 - 1  Boreham Wood

SATURDAY 3 OCTOBER 2020
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a player or member of staff for next season! 

 
Cost: £250-per-player/staff member 

 
Call Mandee Morris on 020 8953 5097  
or email mandeemorris10@gmail.com
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CLIFF DEACON & 
CHRIS GARDENER
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FIXTURES 2020/21

OCTOBER

SAT 3 WREXHAM NL A L 2-1 BCD ASHMORE CHAMPION FYFIELD ILESANMI MURTAGH RICKETTS WHITELY THOMAS SMITH RHEAD TSHIMANGA STEPHENS MINGOIA FRANCIS-ANGOL MAFUTA COULTHIRST 

TUE 6 MACCLESFIELD TOWN NL H

SAT 10 FC HALIFAX TOWN NL H

TUE 13 KING'S LYNN TOWN NL A

SAT 17 SOLIHULL MOORS NL A

TUE 27 WOKING NL H

SAT 31 DAGENHAM & REDBRIDGE NL H

NOVEMBER

SAT 14 TORQUAY UNITED NL A

TUE 17 BROMLEY NL A

SAT 21 ALTRINCHAM NL H

SAT 28 DOVER ATHLETIC NL A

DECEMBER

TUE 1 WEYMOUTH NL H H

SAT 5 HARTLEPOOL UNITED NL A A

TUE 8 NOTTS COUNTY NL A A

SAT 12 ALDERSHOT TOWN NL H

SAT 26 BARNET NL H

MON 28 WEALDSTONE NL A

JANUARY

SAT 2 BARNET NL A A

SAT 9 YEOVIL TOWN NL H H

SAT 23 STOCKPORT COUNTY NL A A

TUE 26 CHESTERFIELD NL H H

SAT 30 EASTLEIGH NL H H

FEBRUARY

SAT 6 MAIDENHEAD UNITED NL A

TUE 9 WEYMOUTH NL A

SAT 13 SUTTON UNITED NL H

SAT 20 ALTRINCHAM NL A

TUE 23 BROMLEY NL H

SAT 27 SOLIHULL MOORS NL H

MARCH

SAT 6 DAGENHAM & REDBRIDGE NL A A

TUE 9 WOKING NL A A

SAT 13 TORQUAY UNITED NL H H

TUE 16 NOTTS COUNTY NL H H

SAT 20 ALDERSHOT TOWN NL A A

SAT 27 DOVER ATHLETIC NL H H

APRIL

FRI 2 SUTTON UNITED NL A A

MON 5 HARTLEPOOL UNITED NL H H

SAT 10 WEALDSTONE NL H H

TUE 13 CHESTERFIELD NL A A

SAT 17 YEOVIL TOWN NL A A

SAT 24 STOCKPORT COUNTY NL H H

MAY

FRI 2 SUTTON UNITED NL A A

MON 5 HARTLEPOOL UNITED NL H H

SAT 10 WEALDSTONE NL H H

TUE 13 CHESTERFIELD NL A A

SAT 17 YEOVIL TOWN NL A A

SAT 24 STOCKPORT COUNTY NL H H

SUBSTITUTESSTARTING 11ATTRESULTVENUEMATCHOPPONENTDATE

GOAL SCORED

SUBSTITUTION

YELLOW CARD

RED CARD

BCDBCD - BEHIND

CLOSED DOORS

Match Pass 
Streaming

Following the official 
restart of the National 

League season on Saturday 
afternoon, it is with delight 

that the Club can now 
announce that live steaming 

match passes are now 
available to purchase for all 
our October and November 

home fixtures. Visit our 
Website under the Match 
Pass Tab to find out more 
information and purchase 
your “Match Pass” now!

Away Day
Streaming

Boreham Wood FC are pleased 
to announce our live streaming 

initiative that will hopefully 
cover all Wood away games at 
Meadow Park!  All tables are 

currently sold out, however, we 
are taking names to collate a 
waiting list on a first come first 

serve basis. If you are interested 
in joining our waiting list  

please call Grant Morris on  
07703 658554 or  

email grant.bwfc@outlook.com



sorba 
thomas

14
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Sorba, you arrived at the Club as a 16-year-old when 
you joined the PASE Academy, at first you weren’t 
within the Elite group. How did the Academy help you 
improve and help you make that first hurdle to get 
into the Elite group?

I would say the guidance and advice from the 
coaches each session helped me a lot, as I could take 
on board what they were saying to help me improve 
in games and training, but it also helped me keep my 
head down and work harder to progress into the Elite 
group, which is where I wanted to be.

As someone who had to really work hard to get into 
the Elite group what would you say to the boys that 
are within the Academy right now that may be in 
the same situation that you were in when you first 
arrived?

The key word I would say and give to them boys is 
patience, most of you will get an opportunity to be 
within the elite at some stage but it’s about taking it 
with both hands and embracing it in order to stay 
there. You also have to be resilient in this process and 
just keep working hard! There are always ups and 
downs in football, it’s all about making sure you learn 
from these to grow as a person, as well as a player 
of course.

What are your thoughts on how the Academy has 
progressed from when you joined until now?

I think it has progressed massively! The BW PASE 
Academy has gone from being just a typical football 
college scheme to be the UK’s number 1 sports and 
education programme, winning countless National 
titles, countless pros and semi-pros, and developing 
27 internationals! Not only that, the Academy had 
probably one of the safest sites to study at, with the 
Meadow Park Stadium protocols being in place it 
helps keep all of those involved within the BW PASE 
Academy, whether that be students or staff, to remain 
safe on site.

What would you say to anyone who is in two minds 
and is perhaps thinking of joining the academy? 

I would say numbers don’t lie, the amount of 
competitions and cups that we have won, the number 
of pros and semi-pros they’ve produced, and number 
of youth and senior internationals they’ve nurtured, 
and you could be a part of that, it’s a no brainer! 
I would say you won’t get the quality of coaching 
or sessions anywhere else, in any football/college 
scheme across the whole country. You work so closely 
with the first team as they coach and mentor you each 
week in your training sessions. Not only that, but the 
facilities available are incredible for any level, too. 
It’s an amazing place to learn and progress as a 
young aspiring footballer.

You have made the step up from an Academy boy to 
an important member of the First Team squad, what 
advice do you have for those looking to follow in your 
footsteps?

Like I said before it’s all about hard work and 
patience, you aren’t going to come straight into such 
a strong team. The Gaffer has great knowledge of 
football and knows exactly what he is doing when it 
comes to youth development, he’s been there, seen it 
and done it. Listening to the coaches and taking all 
information on board will allow yourself to improve 
as a player, but once your chance comes you have 
to be ready to hit the ground running, it is a huge 
opportunity and they don’t come around often.

You’re in your third season with the first team now, 
how do you feel as though you have grown as a 
player since your first session with the first team to 
now?

I think every year I’m just getting more and more 
confident, as well as becoming more and more 
mature, too. That is something that has helped me 
massively at this level, I have no fear but I’m willing to 
learn and listen all the time, too.
 
We have always been taught at the BW PASE 
Academy to have the ADD factor, which stands 
for attitude, discipline and desire. These three 
characteristics are so important to have in any walk 
of life. I always remember these three traits when 
playing, especially when things aren’t quite going 
my way, as they really do help me improve my 
performance from game-to-game. Not only this but 
the Gaffer and the other boys now have more faith 
in me as a first team player, which has allowed me 
to play with more confidence in myself and really 
express myself. The great thing about playing in the 
first team is being with players who have played in 
the EFL and higher leagues, they have got so much 
experience.

With knocking on the EFL’s door last season how 
determined are you, and the team, for this season 
and the chance of being in the English Football 
League?

Losing to Harrogate in the semi-finals hurt a lot, but 
you just have to keep moving forward, learn from the 
heart ache and go one better, whether that’s through 
the play-offs or winning the League. We know that 
what we accomplish this season is now down to us. 
We have to go out on the pitch week in week out and 
perform, because we want to be in the EFL and we 
are willing to work hard for it!

Thank you Sorba, good luck on Saturday against FC 
Halifax Town.
 
#HesOneOfOurOwn

SORBA THOMAS
IN CONVERSATION WITh



Rated Excellent

On TrustPilot
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L 4-1

FLEETWOOD
TOWN 

FRIENDLY 
29/9/2020 | AWAY

D 0-0

CURZON
ASHTON 
FRIENDLY 

26/9/2020 | AWAY

D 2-2

BOSTON 
UNITED 
FRIENDLY 

19/9/2020 | HOME

W 1-2

GUISELEY

FRIENDLY 
12/9/2020 | AWAY

MATCHDAY CENTRE

ASHMORE Clarke 

Fyfield

Ilesamni Murtagh

ThomasRicketts

Whitely

Smith

Bradbury 

Earing 

Omotayo 

Woods 

Johnson 

Nepomuceno

Byrne 

Summerfield 

Tshimanga

Rhead

King 

Williams

CHAMPION

THE
WOOD

last time out

WREXHAM AFC 2
BOREHAM WOOD 1

3/10/2020 | The Racecourse Ground
Vanarama National League

W 0-1

WELLING
UNITED 

FRIENDLY 
26/9/2020 | AWAY

W 1-7

SLOUGH
TOWN 
FRIENDLY 

15/9/2020 | AWAY

W 1-2

CONCORD 
RANGERS 

FRIENDLY 
12/9/2020 | AWAY

L 3-2

WINGATE & 
FINCHLEY 

FRIENDLY 
5/9/2020 | AWAY

CURRENT FORM / LAST 5 GAMES

Boreham Wood came out on top in the National League  

play-offs with a 2-1 victory at Meadow Park thanks to goals from  

Kane Smith and a first goal for the Wood from Matt Rhead.  

The victory saw The Wood through to the play-off semi-finals where  

we eventually crashed out to eventual winners, Harrogate Town.

BOREHAM WOOD 2
FC HALIFAX TOWN  1   
 
PLAY OFF ELIMINATOR
17 JULY 2020
MEADOW PARK

LAST TIME WE MET

THE
SHAYMEN

last time out

STOCKPORT COUNTY 2
FC HALIFAX TOWN 1

6/10/2020 | Edgeley Park
Vanarama National League

CURRENT FORM / LAST 5 GAMES

L 2-0

BILLERICAY 
TOWN 
FRIENDLY 

8/9/2020 | AWAY

W 2-0

DAGENHAM &
REDBRIDGE 

NATIONAL LEAGUE 
3/10/2020 | HOME
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THE OPPOSITION
FC HALIFAX TOWN

THE GAFFER

PETE WILD
After working for Oldham Athletic for 10 years, including as their interim Academy Manager, Wild was appointed  

as Oldham’s Caretaker Manager on 27 December 2018 following the sacking of Frankie Bunn,  
winning his first two games in charge. 

On 6 January 2019 he led the Club to a famous FA Cup victory against then Premier League club Fulham, his third straight 
win as Manager. After eight matches in charge (four wins, three losses, and one draw) he was replaced as Oldham 

manager by Paul Scholes on 11 February 2019. Wild’s final game in charge was a 3–0 away victory at  
Crawley Town two days previously. 

In March 2019, following the resignation of Scholes, Wild returned as Caretaker Manager. On 22 March 2019, he was 
appointed the Club’s permanent Manager, on a contract until the end of the season. He left the club in May 2019.  

On 24 July 2019, Wild was appointed the manager of National League side FC Halifax Town. Pete wild took this team  
all the way to the play off eliminators where they narrowly missed out on a place in the semi-final place to  

The Wood here at Meadow Park.

THE PLAYMAKER 

DANNY 
WILLIAMS

Experienced winger, Williams, 
32, joined Halifax Town 
in August 2019 following 
his stint with Accrington 

Stanley. Williams’ non-league 
experience is vast including 

spells with FC United of 
Manchester, Clitheroe, Kendal 
Town, Chester and AFC Fylde. 

However, Williams also 
went onto to make a name 
for himself in Scotland with 
Inverness Caledonian Thistle 
and Dundee. In Williams’ 
second season in Scotland 

he went onto win the Scottish 
Cup final against Falkirk at 
Hampden Park and then 

went onto play in the Europa 
League. 

Williams made 20 
appearances for Halifax last 
season, helping the team on 

their way to the National 
League play-offs.  

THE DESTROYER 

NATHAN 
CLARKE

36-year-old Clarke began 
his career with Huddersfield 
Town where he made 266 
league appearances for the 

Terriers. Clarke is an incredibly 
experienced defender with a 

vast amount of football league 
experience with the likes of: 
Colchester, Oldham, Bury, 

Leyton Orient, Bradford City, 
Coventry City and Grimsby 

Town. 

Aged 34, Clarke made the 
move to his hometown club, 
Halifax Town where he has 

had a spell as caretaker 
manager and just recently 

been named club captain after 
agreeing a new contract with 

the Shaymen. 

Clarke made 33 league 
appearances for Halifax last 

season and also played in the  
play-off defeat at Boreham 

Wood.

THE FINISHER 

JAKE
HYDE

New signing, Jake Hyde, signed 
for Halifax Town this summer 
from fellow National League 

side Woking where he achieved 
instant promotion back to the 

National League in 2019 before 
notching 16 league goals 

which put him amongst the top 
goalscorers in the fifth division 
before the suspension of the 
league due to COVID-19. 

The 30-year-old striker racked 
up appearances for Swindon 

Town, Barnet, Hayes & 
Yeading, Dundee, York City 

and Maidenhead United before 
moving to Woking where he 

netted 33 goals and made 25 
assists in just 60 outings for the 

Cards. 

The former England C 
representative was announced 
as Halifax’s first signing of the 
summer where he’ll be looking 
to continue his fine goal scoring 

form.

THE STAND OUTS

BOREHAM WOOD vs FC HALIFAX TOWN30
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THE OPPOSITION

GOALKEEPERS 

SAM JOHNSON
Longest serving player who signed from Port Vale on 
a two-year deal on 24th May 2017. The 27-year-old 
had two previous loan spells with the Shaymen and was 
part of the side which won the FA Trophy at Wembley 
Stadium. Johnson played a major part in Town’s 
promotion via the Vanarama National League North 
play-offs in the 2016-17 season.

Starting his career with Stoke City’s youth setup, the 6ft 
7 goalkeeper joined Port Vale in 2007 where he went 
on to make 22 league appearances between 2011 
and 2017. During his time with Valiants Johnson spent 
time on loan with: Stafford Rangers, Alfreton Town, 
Gateshead as well as The Shaymen. Johnson was an 
ever present for the club in 2019/20 season as he kept 
12 clean sheets, helping the Shaymen finish in a  
Play-Off spot.

DEFENDERS 

TOM BRADBURY
Centre half who signed for Halifax in the summer, having 
spent last season with fellow National League side Yeovil 
Town. Although he is just 22-years-old, Bradbury has 
seven clubs on his C.V. Starting his career in the MK 
Dons youth setup, before signing for Bishop’s Stortford – 
a short spell as he later joined Banbury where Bradbury 
spent just over 6 months. His next move took him to 
Dundee in the SPL, later having loan spells with York City 
and then ending up at Yeovil on a permanent basis.

NIALL MAHER
The well-travelled defender signed for Halifax in 2018 
after brief spells with Telford AFC, and in Ireland 
with Galway United. The 25-year-old has a wealth of 
experience under his belt, as well as his previously 
stated clubs, he has played in the Premier League 2 
with Bolton, the Championship with the Trotters and 
Blackpool, and League One with Bury. Maher can play 
across the back line and in central midfield. He made 31 
appearances in all competitions last season and scored 
three goals. 

NEILL BYRNE
Irish centre-half who signed for the Shaymen in the 
summer after leaving National League North side AFC 
Fylde. The 27-year-old began his youth career in Ireland 
with Belvedere, before joining Nottingham Forest where 

he began his professional career. Byrne then spent 18 
months with Rochdale, having two loan spells away 
inside that stint. The defender then joined AFC Telford 
United, before then moving back up north, and that is 
where Byrne has stayed – playing for Macclesfield Town, 
Gateshead, and of course, AFC Fylde and Halifax Town.

NATHAN CLARKE
36-year-old current club captain who joined his 
hometown FC Halifax Town finally at the age of 34. 
The centre half started his career with Huddersfield 
Town making 266 league appearances. He is vastly 
experienced with football league spells at Colchester 
United, Oldham Athletic, Bury, Leyton Orient, Bradford 
City, Coventry City and Grimsby Town. Clarke played 
38 times in the heart of Town’s defence last season. 

JAY BENN
One of three players to be playing for their hometown 
club, Benn signed a professional contract with Halifax in 
the middle of last season but is looked upon as making 
a bigger impact this season. The defender came through 
the youth setup. 

JACK SENIOR
A 23-year-old full-back who is the third and final current 
Shayman to play for his hometown club. Senior began 
his youth career with a local amateur side, before 
getting snapped up by Huddersfield Town – he spent 
nine years with the Terriers, including one season with 
the first team. A move to Luton Town followed where he 
played 10 league games in three years and had a loan 
spell with Harrogate Town. Last season Senior was with 
Gloucester City, before joining the Shaymen at the start 
of the current season.

MIDFIELDERS 

JEFF KING
Much travelled despite being 24. Between 2014 & 
2019 he has taken in spells at Altrincham (a loan to 
Prescot Cables from Alty), Nantwich Town, Kendal 
Town, Trafford, Witton Albion, Droylsden before getting 
a big break at Bolton Wanderers in 2016 – making his 
debut at the London Stadium against West Ham United 
in the EFL Cup. King was later loaned to FC United in 
2018, before joining  SPL’s St. Mirren on a permanent 
deal. King is into his second season with the Shaymen.

JACK EARING
Earing is a promising youngster who joined Town from 

Bolton Wanderers in the summer of last season. He he 
came through the Bolton academy and made one senior 
appearance for the Trotters in the EFL Trophy. The central 
midfielder has had loan spells with Curzon Ashton (when 
at Bolton) and Farsley Celtic (during his time with the 
Shaymen). 

DANNY WILLIAMS
Experienced left winger who joined last season. Born 
in Wigan he took in non-league football locally before 
a move to Scotland in 2013 with Inverness Caledonian 
Thistle. Williams played in the 2015 Scottish Cup Final 
which Inverness won 2-1. After three years with the 
Caley Thistle, he had a season at Dundee before a move 
to Accrington Stanley in 2018. Later going on loan 
at AFC Fylde making 6 apps for the Coasters. Before 
ending up at the Shay – now into his second season. 

KIERAN GREEN
Played a pivotal part in York City’s Play Off push last 
season, and his good form earned him a move up a 
division to the National League when he signed for FC 
Halifax Town. The midfielder has previously been at 
Hartlepool United, Gateshead and Blyth Spartans as well 
as Spennymoor Town and Frickley Athletic.

LUKE SUMMERFIELD
Signed in the summer after two years with Wrexham. 
Began his career with Plymouth where the central 
midfielder played more than 75 league games over 
six years at the club – had loan spells with AFC 
Bournemouth and Leyton Orient in that time, as well as a 
trial with Chelsea FC alongside two of his teammates at 
the time – Scott Sinclair and Dan Gosling. 
Summerfield has also turned out for the likes of 
Cheltenham Town, Shrewsbury Town, Grimbsy Town, 
Macclesfield, and he is one of four current Town players 
to have played for York. 

MARTIN WOODS
Central midfielder who’s had a 17-year playing career. 
He started off his journey at Leeds United, before 
permanent moves to Sunderland and Rotherham United. 
It was then in 2007, the midfielder, signed for Doncaster 
Rovers where he spent seven years.

A brief period at Barnsley followed before the 34-year-
old went back to his native Scotland to have two spells 
at Ross County – in-between time at Shrewsbury Town. 
Woods was a starter in Ross County’s team that won 
the 2016 Scottish League Cup. He later went on to 

play for Partick Thistle and Dundee, before becoming a 
Shayman.

REUBEN NOBLE-LAZARUS
Became the youngest player to debut in the Football 
League at 15 years and 45 days in 2008. Huddersfield-
born winger who started his career with Barnsley – 
making 46 league appearances and scoring 3 goals. 
He later had loan spells with Scunthorpe United and 
Rochdale; at the latter, his loan became permanent.

Noble-Lazarus made 50 appearances for the Dale 
and left the club in July 2017. Unfortunately, an injury 
stopped him from finding a new club right-away, 
however, since October 2018; the former football 
league man has played for Chorley and Golcar United. 
Signing for Town in the summer.

DOM TEAR
20-year-old winger who signed at the start of the 
2020/21 season from Huddersfield Town. Has 
previously had a loan spell with Gateshead in 19/20 
and was Huddersfield Town’s Academy Player of The 
Year in 2018. 

FORWARDS 

JAMIE ALLEN
Born in Preston, Allen is a fast and versatile forward 
who began his career at Fleetwood Town in 2012 
taking in loan spells at Barrow & AFC Fylde. He 
joined Stalybridge Celtic in 2015 before moving on to 
Southport and Dover Athletic in 2017. He signed for 
Town in July 2019 after cancelling his contract by mutual 
consent. In his first season with Town, Allen played 36 
games in all competitions. 

MATTY STENSON
Signed after leaving Solihull Moors in the summer. A 
former Coventry City youth player who has previously 
been with Leamington, Telford United and Barwell. Once 
suffered a hip injury which kept him out for two-and-a-
half-years and went through an operation which had a 
50/50 chance of success.

JAKE HYDE
30-year-old striker, who scored 16 league goals 
for Woking last season. Has previously played for 
Swindon Town, Weymouth (Loan) Barnet, Hayes & 
Yeading, Dundee, Dunfermline, York, Stevenage and 
Maidenhead. Scored over 80 career league goals. 
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Wood Chairman Danny Hunter and Secretary of 

State for DCMS Mr. Oliver Dowden CBE sat down 

on Friday to discuss the future for football at 

National League level and the Wood Chairman 

was delighted with how discussions went.

Hunter said, “‘I’ve known Oliver since he went 

into Parliament in 2015 as the MP for our local 

constituency of Hertsmere, and I’ve always found 

him to be very intelligent, very approachable 

and a guy who really does understand the 

issues of football at our level of the game whilst 

appreciating the roles that our Clubs genuinely 

play within our community.

“I think after I reflected on our talks on Friday 

afternoon, that the National League will be very 

happy with Oliver’s commitment to all of our 

Clubs and the communities that we serve. So, 

I’d like to think that my very positive meeting 

with the Minister, who I respect hugely as my 

local MP, was a more than helpful addition to the 

many discussions Mr. Dowden has had recently, 

in ensuring that the assistance promised to the 

National League flows directly to the clubs that 

need it. It is so critically important that these 

funds get to the front line fittingly, as trust me 

every club desperately needs it.

Hunter continued, “This Government, through its 

furlough scheme, through its business interruption 

loans, through its rates holidays, and now through 

this new assisted package for National League 

Clubs, has in truth kept us afloat. Whilst it shows 

me that Government do understand and care for 

the importance of what the 67 National League 

Clubs do within our communities.

“So, I’d just like to thank Oliver personally, as well 

as his team for taking the time to come to the 

Club. For giving me some of their precious and 

pressured time, but also for being good listeners 

and then reflecting on what we discussed, 

particularly on how things might move forward 

positively, whilst also reassuringly, for the  

National League as this pandemic still very much 

with us all as we go into the winter months.”

“Yesterday was an exciting day for my 

community, with us finally starting our league 

campaign down in Wales against Wrexham.  

Albeit the result didn’t go our way, our fans 

supported the live stream that Wrexham put  

on, our performance was more than promising,  

and it was a great feeling to have my Manager 

back on the touchline and our players back on  

the pitch playing competitive football with our 

Wood Army following their team again at 3pm  

on a Saturday.” Hunter concluded.

OLIVER DOWDEN

AT MEADOW PARK
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We are a facilities 
management company, 
cleaning large and small 
sites around the UK. 

This season, we know 
you’ll clean up the 
opposition. And we’ll 
be working behind 
the scenes to help you 
every step of the way.

We Are The Wood!

As the cleaning  
operatives at Meadow 
Park, we have worked 
with the club to ensure 
it is match ready and 
safe for players and 
fans.

EDUCLEAN LTD IS PROUD TO BE BOREHAM 

WOOD FC’S NEW PRINCIPAL SPONSOR

Telephone 

01344 747406 

for further  

details or visit  

educleanltd.co.uk

Boreham Wood FC are delighted to announce 

we are teaming up with nationwide cleaning 

company EduClean Ltd, who will become “The 

Wood’s” back of shirt sponsor for the 2020/21 

and 2021/22 seasons.

EduClean are a company who excel at commercial 

cleaning, as well as offering maintenance services, 

and who will feature on the back of the Club’s 

home and away shirts for the next two seasons.

Wood fans will also see our new sponsor’s logos 

highlighted prominently within our Meadow Park 

stadium, which is also home to English Football’s 

most decorated women’s side in the Arsenal 

Women, as well as Arsenal FC’s development 

squads at Under 18, 19 and 23 level who feature 

in the Premier League 2, UEFA Youth League and 

FA Youth Cup.

The Bracknell and Home Counties based company 

have been at the forefront of putting COVID-19 

procedures in place, whilst developing service 

packages to cover all our needs at Meadow Park, 

which ensure that of all of their clients, players 

and staff are kept as safe as possible, this includes 

site wide deep cleans, santiser spray and fogging 

devices, hand sanitiser stations, and much more…

Upon partnering with “The Wood”, EduClean 

Owner and CEO Mary-Jane Pettit said, “EduClean 

Ltd are proud to sponsor Boreham Wood FC, 

it’s Academy and it’s community initiatives. We 

are so happy to be able to support the Wood 

over the next two seasons, in which we hope our 

partnership will be a very exciting and successful 

one!

“It’s joyous for a company like ours to work with 

a Club that makes the safety of their players, 

fans, students and staff paramount. As their care 

makes it easier to work as a cohesive unit to keep 

everyone safe, which is vital in today’s current 

climate.

“Boreham Wood have welcomed EduClean into 

their family and community-oriented Club and 

we are all delighted to be one of their principal 

sponsors for the next two years!” Mary-Jane 

concluded.

Wood’s Commercial Executive Mandee Morris 

added, “I am thrilled to announce that EduClean 

Ltd are now a part of the Boreham Wood family 

and are onboard as the back of shirt sponsors for 

the next two seasons.

“EduClean have been with us as our cleaning 

company of choice for nearly a year now and we 

have been thoroughly impressed with their care, 

professionalism, price, extensive services and of 

course their lovely staff.

“We really are all delighted to be working 

so closely with a company that we trust and 

take great pride in our flourishing relationship. 

Mary-Jane and EduClean Ltd have helped us 

tremendously throughout this pandemic to help 

us prepare in becoming fully operational again 

and we cannot thank them enough for their 

services and support.” Mandee concluded.

Welcome onboard EduClean and thank you for 

your continued support!

For any enquiries regarding sponsorship 

at Boreham Wood FC please contact 

Commercial Executive Mandee Morris on 

mandeemorris10@gmail.com for a bespoke 

package ahead of the 2020/21 season.



Manager
Luke Garrard

1 Nathan Ashmore

2 Danny Woodards

3 Femi Ilesanmi

4 Mark Ricketts (C)

5 Tom Champion

6 Dave Stephens

7 Piero Mingoia

8 Gus Mafuta

9 Kabongo Tshimanga

10 Keiran Murtagh

11 Corey Whitely

12 Jamal Fyfield

14 Sorba Thomas

15 Matt Rhead

16 Zaine Francis-Angol

18 Shaquile Coulthirst

19 Kane Smith

Boreham Wood

Manager
Peter Wild

1 Sam Johnson

2 Jeff King

3 Jack Senior

4 Nathan Clarke

5 Neill Byrne

6 Tom Bradbury

7 Jamie Allen

8  Kieran Green

9  Jake Hyde

10  Jack Earing

11  Danny Williams

14  Matt Stenson

15  Gevaro Nepomuceno

16  Reuben Noble-Lazarus

17  Gold Omotayo

18  Jay Benn

19  Luke Summerfield

26  Martin Woods

31  Niall Maher

FC Halifax Town

MATCH
OFFICIALS

Referee
Ryan Atkin

Assistant
Referees

Christopher Myatt 
Alan Creswell

Fourth
Official

Matthew Fletcher

TODAY’S
FIXTURES

STOCKPORT vs
DOVER ATHLETIC

YEOVIL TOWN vs
WREXHAM

CHESTERFIELD vs
WOKING

SOLIHULL MOORS vs
KING’S LYNN TOWN

WEYMOUTH vs
SUTTON UTD

EASTLEIGH vs
ALTRINCHAM

NOTTS COUNTY vs
BARNET

MAIDENHEAD UTD vs
HARTLEPOOL

BROMLEY vs
TORQUAY UTD

DAG & RED vs
WEALDSTONE

NEXT
AWAY

NEXT
HOME

vs. KING’S LYNN TOWN
13th October 2020
19:45pm
National League

vs. WOKING
27th October 2020
19:45pm
National League

MATCH & BALL
SPONSORS

! @BorehamWoodFC        " @boreham_woodfc        $ @boreham_woodfc        * Boreham Wood TV

www.borehamwoodfootballclub.co.uk


