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Community
WOOD FINALLY MAKE A STAND AND the 

Chairman says his THANK YOU’S

After more than five years from conception to plan-

ning application, from its approval, to the imminent 

build stage - Boreham Wood Football club can 

thankfully tell its supporters and the community at 

large, that it will finally begin building its new North 

Stand at the Broughinge Road end on Monday… 

Thus, giving our supporters a covered home end for 

the very first time in our 71 year history…

Wood Chairman Danny Hunter has painstakingly 

found a way to put together a million-pound fund-

ing package - that will leave the club with no 

ongoing debt, while paying in full for a new home 

North Stand, a disabled stadium toilet block, a new 

concourse, new club shop and an improved burger 

bar…

On top of that - for our players there will be a Pre-

mier League standard home first team dressing room 

refurbed completely, alongside a new physio room, 

new toilet and shower area, a new kit room and three 

new executive offices… 

Whilst, he has also secured closer ties and a long-

term agreement with his friends and partners at 

Arsenal Football Club…

Wood Chairman Danny Hunter was in truth ecstatic 

with how things have gone recently and especially 

over the last six weeks. As, it had looked like the 

complete build project may have been abandoned 

in February. He reveals how the whole funding and 

building conundrum finally came together after five 

years of planning, saying: “In all honesty, five or six 
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years ago, we had an idea that I shared with the bor-

ough council hierarchy, on how we could perhaps try 

to improve things locally in regards to the club’s com-

munity footprint. It always hinged in all honesty on if I 

could find a budget, that could somehow put us into the 

National League, and if I managed that, would it perhaps 

increase third party spend through increased home sup-

port and increased away supporters visiting our town 

for Boreham Wood, Arsenal Development and Arsenal 

women’s games…

“So, winning the play offs, getting into the National 

League four years ago and subsequently going to Wem-

bley last season, has obviously helped enormously - as 

it has helped me raise our profile locally and raise 

people’s awareness within our wider community of what 

we do…

 “It’s now a fact that our town’s car parks, pubs, cafes, 

restaurants, newsagents, petrol stations and most of 

our shop keepers in Shenley Road, have all benefitted 

enormously from all the increased spend from both 

the increased home and away fans. It’s great that we 

are now consistently attracting visitors from afar who 

would not otherwise come to the area, who are spend-

ing hundreds of thousands of pounds with us annually 

in our town centre and in our car parks and retail parks 

on match days.”

The chairman went on: “Over the last five or six years our 

long-term partnership with Arsenal has also blossomed 

further and has genuinely gone to another level. Hence 

why I agreed to and we signed a 10-year contract exten-

sion just 18 months ago…

“That contract has I feel given me the confidence to 

push on with this million-pound facility project, and I’m 

now confident that our football club, our town, our com-

munity and our charitable trust programme will benefit 

everyone enormously going forward. And that is also 

shown by my continued commitment towards all things 

local, that includes increased local employment.  

“For transparency though, I now want to clarify just how 

our whole spring and summer builds here at Meadow 

Park are being funded and why it will come in at close to 

a million pounds.

“Over the last two and a half years or so I have secured 
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the necessary grants and created considerable inward 

investment within my companies. Plus, I’ve secured 

contra deals and the outside funding needed to proceed 

with the new North Stand and I will make up any short 

fall required personally…

 “That includes the Football Foundation, who have 

already agreed to fund the new North Stand and our as-

sociated stadium groundworks to the tune of £319k. Ar-

senal have agreed to contribute £50k toward the stand 

and £50k toward the changing room project. Whilst, 

Elstree and Borehamwood Town Council have been an 

absolute rock by incredibly coming up with £150k for the 

stand project.

“On top of that, I have after months and months of 

negotiations agreed a new rent with Hertsmere Borough 

Council based on a formula that takes into consider-

ation our work within the community, whilst also agree-

ing the wording on a new 30-year lease…

“On top of that, myself and my companies have now 

guaranteed the additional £430k and any overages 

needed to complete the project and that’s guaranteed 

whether the unimaginable happens and we get our-

selves relegated this season. In truth, I still want to 

progress our club sensibly year on year, as part of my 

ongoing commitment to our supporters, our town, our 

community, our football club, the borough and wider 

community but also ensuring that the club remains debt 

free…

“I believe the general public’s interest in their local club 

is growing, our higher profile will help with that and 

the money that my investment and our club now brings 

into our town, and the employment it now offers local 

people will benefit everyone. While, our new school’s 

programme and our newly created charitable trust will 

in regards to our community programmes and local 

initiatives prove to be a big plus for everyone local, but 

especially the kids…

“So, I cannot thank enough our incredibly generous con-

tributors in; GBE Installations, BW PASE Ltd, Barnet and 

Southgate College, the Football Foundation, Elstree and 

Borehamwood Town Council, Hertsmere Borough Coun-

cil, Arsenal Women, Arsenal Football Club and of course 

every one of my very loyal sponsors – and I humbly say 

to them all – we got there in the end.”
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In line with many of the bigger clubs at our level and 

above, we are asking for your help and expertise in 

creating our very own annual Wood Army Charity 

Golf Day.

The sole purpose of the event would be to raise 

funds for our newly created community foundation 

programme, which will in turn release funds that can 

go towards our first team playing budget…

We know that so many of our sponsors and the Wood 

Army out there are more than just keen golfers. 

Many of you play or are members at a wide range of 

fantastic local golf courses, and as such, you know 

how these things should be run.

As such, perhaps some of you could bring your 

expertise to create a golfing committee that helps 

to organise our very first annual golf event, and in 

turn, create a fantastic club day, that we can all enjoy 

and get behind.

Our sponsors are keen, our commercial manager is 

keen, our chairman is keen and our dressing room is 

keen. So, if you’re keen, we would hope to perhaps 

finish the day off with a bite to eat, an auction, a 

raffle and a drink back at the club, to end the day off 

properly amongst friends…

Anyone interested in perhaps getting involved with 

us in this fundraiser, should initially contact Mandee 

Morris on mandeemorris10@gmail.com, or Billy Hunter 

on billy.bwfc@hotmail.co.uk. You can also contact the 

club on 020 8953 5097.

Thank you in advance for any help or expertise you can 

offer.

CALLING ALL OF THE WOOD ARMy
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Boreham Wood Football Club are delighted to confirm 

that long-term club volunteer Del Ward has been named 

as the Vanarama National League Volunteer of the 

Month. 

Ward has worked at the club in a voluntary capacity for 

over three decades, beginning way back in 1986 and he is 

the club’s longest continuous serving member of staff.

During his time at Meadow Park, Ward has assisted in a 

variety of roles, including; reserve team secretary, youth 

team secretary, club secretary and club shop manager, 

during more than 30 years of service to the club.

On the award, he commented: “It is really nice to receive 

the award, but it is certainly not the reason that I do 

what I do, or what us volunteers do what we do.

“I think because of that, it makes it all the more special 

when you do receive an award. It is something that I will 

treasure.

“I have worked here for 32 years now and held various different 

voluntary roles, from youth team secretary to the club sec-

retary and from club shop manager to helping out in hospitality.

“Hopefully I can carry on helping the club out for years to 

come.”

Wood Chairman Danny Hunter said: “Del was here when I first 

walked through the door back in 1999 and he has been by my 

side ever since. He is in truth a man amongst men, he’s done 

pretty much any job that could assist either me or our club 

and he will be genuinely humbled to receive this very deserved 

volunteer award.”

Everyone at Boreham Wood Football Club would like to con-

gratulate Del on a fantastic and thoroughly deserved achieve-

ment!

WELL DESERVED A’WARD’ FOR DEL
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WOOD HOST NATIONAL LEAGUE TRUST TOURNAMENT

Boreham Wood hosted the National League Trust 

Under 11s South East Finals on Wednesday where 

both Leyton Orient teams ran out winners on the 

day.

A boys and girls team represented Leyton Orient 

and Dagenham & Redbridge in the finals which 

proved to showcase a host of talent.

Ahead of the tournament, National League sides 

select a local primary school representative to 

play for them. This then decides which schools go 

on to play in the finals, which are held at Wembley 

Stadium, before the Promotion Final in 2019.

This year, the competition grew larger once 

again, with a record 50 teams entering to com-

pete.

Wednesday’s under 11s girls final ended with a 

2-0 win for Leyton Orient over Dagenham & Red-

bridge. Both teams had done well in the com-

petition up to final, with Leyton Orient having 

beaten Hemel Hempstead Town 3-0 and Dagen-

ham & Redbridge beating Boston United 2-0, in 

the semi-finals.  
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The under 11s boys final was 1-1 after 90 minutes 

but Leyton Orient were able to eventually win the 

game on penalties. In the semi-finals, Dagenham & 

Redbridge were able to overcome Braintree Town in 

a 1-0 win, while Leyton Orient had beaten St Albans 

City 2-0.

However, it’s not over for any of the teams yet as 

they now progress onto the next stage of the com-

petition, which will decide who goes to Wembley.

In attendance yesterday was England C manager, 

Paul Fairclough, who is also a National League Trust 

Trustee. Fairclough was at the tournament to repre-

sent the National League Trust and to hand out the 

medals to the winners of the finals.

We spoke to Fairclough about the competition, 

he said: “I am one of the directors of the National 

League Trust. One of my jobs is to ensure that the 

money we receive from the Premier League goes 

to the right and worthy causes, and this is one of 

them.

“There are lots of worthy causes all around the 

country and it’s great to be here representing them.

“It is a remarkable competition because its nation-

wide and young children have the chance to go and 

play at Wembley. It’s wonderful.”



Thanks to our wonderful sponsors and venue hosts 

The Village Hotel, we now have one additional table 

to complete the numbers for our End of Season 

Gala Presentation Dinner… 

The Gala Presentation Dinner has long been a 180 

person sell-out from the moment it was an-

nounced last month – but our incredible hosts have 

kindly found a way to allow us one extra table…

Wood chairman Danny Hunter felt that it was only 

correct to ask if any extra tickets could be made 

available for our loyal supporters, who struggled 

to get any of the initial tickets, although have fol-

lowed the Wood up and down the country so loyally 

Community

once again this season…

Hunter said: “It’s a club celebration evening, that will 

include our Mayor, local dignitaries, our wonderful 

sponsors, our first team and academy players, plus my 

incredible staff. But, for it to be truly complete, the loyal 

Wood Army will need to be represented and I’m very 

grateful to the Village Hotel for granting my cheeky 

request.” 

If any Wood supporters are interested in attending such a 

fantastic occasion, then they should contact Grant Mor-

ris on grant.bwfc@outlook.com to secure their booking.

HURRY, HURRY, 10 GALA PRESENTATION TICKETS AVAILABLE
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Wood Army and BWFC supporters, please be aware that 

next season’s early bird £99 season ticket offer for both 

Adults and OAPS will finish at the end of April…

We do hope that our supporters, both old and new, take up 

our amazing offer that works out at just £4.30-a-game. 

This could earn you an incredible saving of £361 across 

the season, if you go to all 23 league matches (based on 

this season’s prices).

We remind everyone that these prices will then out of 

necessity, rise quite steeply after that date…

The Chairman’s incredibly generous offer of a free home 

replica shirt for Under 18s, Under 16s and Under 12s will 

also expire at the end of April.

So please get your application in by Tuesday, April 30, in 

order to take up this fantastic offer.

Early Bird Prices Are:

ADULTS/OAP – £99

U18 – £80 (free home replica shirt – offer lasts until end of April)

U16 – £50 (free home replica shirt – offer lasts until end of April)

U12 – £30 (free home replica shirt – offer lasts until end of April)

TERMS AND CONDITIONS APPLY

WAYS TO PURCHASE:

Season ticket can be purchased via our official box office, in 

line with our new online ticketing office. Click HERE to purchase 

(terms and conditions apply).

You can also come to the Main Office at Boreham Wood Football 

Club’s Meadow Park ground to purchase your season ticket, 

using cash or card.

EARLY BIRD SEASON TICKET OFFER FINISHES SOON

http://papparich.com.my/www.gbei.co.uk



www.thelunchbox.co.ukThe BW PASE Academy

Community
JON WORDSWORTH SAVING LIVES, NOT JUST GOALS

Where Jon Wordsworth was once saving goals, he’s now saving lives. 

An old-fashioned style centre-half, who was strong in the tackle, 

Wordsworth now has to be strong in the mind, having recently been 

named Watch Commander at Borehamwood Fire Station.

A servant to the fire service for 15-years, the Northerner has worked 

his way through the ranks to take command of this prestigious 

position, all while forging a successful playing career.

Recalling his time at Meadow Park, Wordsworth began: “I first joined 

Boreham Wood in 2008. I moved down to live with an ex-girlfriend – 

‘ex’ being the operative word – and I didn’t have a club at the time.  

“I remember scoring against Watford, which featured on Sky Sports 

News and playing against Arsenal on Setanta Sports, which doesn’t 

exist anymore. In my first actual league game I got sent off for being 

a bit too aggressive in the tackle,” he laughed. “It was a different 

style of play up north, much more physical, whereas down south you 

passed the ball a bit more which I wasn’t used to.

“I was here for two seasons and I was actually voted Player of The 

Year in my first season. At the beginning we were flying and then we 

tailed off towards the end and just managed to avoid relegation. We 

had quite a limited squad, so I think we did well.”

His influence on the pitch may have been appreciated by the Wood 

Army, but it is his work off it, that most greatly benefitted the local 

community.

This incredible work was shown in 2004, when Boreham Wood Foot-

ball Club needed them. Intruders caused more than £50,000 worth 

of damage to the club in the December of that year, when they 

deliberately set fire to our offices.

15-foot-high flames coming out of Meadow Park Road were quickly 

spotted and three fire engines from Hertfordshire Fire and Rescue 

rushed to the scene to put out the blaze.

“I’ve been in the fire service for 15 years,” Wordsworth continued. “I 

initially started in Yorkshire and was based in Huddersfield and later 
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Doncaster. When I moved here, I transferred to Potters Bar, whilst 

playing for Boreham Wood.

“Being back working in this area brings back a lot of memories. A 

lot has changed since I played here – the physio room was in and 

around the car park, and I should know as I was in there quite a lot! 

It’s great to see it all again, it’s actually quite emotional.

“I am still an operational firefighter, so I work two days and two 

night shifts a week and respond to emergency calls. As a Watch 

Commander, I am in charge of the watch, so during incidents it 

is down to me to decide what we are doing and plan the incident 

accordingly.

“On top of that, we have a lot of community work to do. For 

example, it is important for us to get into people’s houses and 

spread the awareness of fire safety. We fit free smoke alarms and 

offer advice. This is particularly important for our more vulnerable 

members of the community, such as the elderly who are statisti-

cally more at risk of having a fire. It is very important to empha-

sise that smoke alarms save lives due to the early warning that 

they give to the occupants of a house”  

“We also go and visit community groups to do talks in front of 

people and children. There is a lot more to it than people think. I 

often get two views of firefighters; one is that we just sit around, 

drink tea, and play snooker, and the other is that we are superhe-

roes. Neither of these are true though!”

It is the community related work that brings Wordsworth back to 

Meadow Park, as he continues to try and spread the word through-

out the local area.

The local fire station’s advice and guidance is incredibly important 

and can quite literally save lives.

“It is free lifesaving advice,” he emphasised. “People don’t realise 

that certain things that they have been doing for years are poten-

tially unsafe. For example, we advise against putting the washing 

machine on at night or when you go out. The number of fires we 

get from appliances like washing machines and dishwashers is 

staggering really.

“Smoke alarms are huge, and we offer to come and fit them free 

of charge. If you give us a call on our station number 020 8258 1100, we will 

arrange a time that’s best for you, whether that be in the day or at night, 

and we can come around fit them.”

Wordsworth may have been quick to dismiss the superhero tag people in 

his profession are often given, but the work they do really is incredible.

However, they need your help to prevent the unthinkable happening.

“We want to spread the word everywhere we can. It’s not just fire safety, 

we are a fire and rescue service. There are so many different scenarios 

that we deal with that you probably couldn’t even imagine us doing. Like 

animal rescues, and it is just a case of raising awareness of what we do, 

so that if you need our help, you can give us a call.

“We rescue a lot of children from places you wouldn’t believe they could 

get to. I’ve rescued a child who was sat on top of a lamppost once. He 

climbed up, but then couldn’t get down and he was really scared. Or re-

cently, we had someone walking their dog across a farmer’s field and they 

didn’t realise that it was a slurry pit and started sinking quickly and was 

eventually up to his neck in it.

“Luckily, he managed to raise attention to himself and we were called in 

to help. Anything you can think of, we have probably been there and done 

it.

“It can be extremely emotionally charged. It’s one of those jobs that you 

don’t for the money, we do it to help people and that’s what we’re here 

for.”




