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It was an amazing experience and an absolute pleasure to visit the 
children’s ward at our local hospital.

Even if we can put just a small smile on the faces of those children 
when we are there, then it’s incredible.

Seeing the reactions of all of the little boys and girls when the lads 
walked in with the presents, you can’t not enjoy it.

We are a community football club, and we not only realise the impor-
tance of these things in the local area, we love doing it, I think it’s 
very special.

COMMUNITY

wood manager LUKE GARRARD

WOOD SPREAD 

CHRISTMAS CHEER AT 

BARNET HOSPITAL
We’re just doing our bit to help out where we can, and trying 
to a make a small difference, at a difficult time, with the chil-
dren and staff at Barnet Hospital.

Wood Chairman Danny Hunter

Merry Christmas and 

Happy New Year
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Darren

Barker
The Former Middleweight Champion of the 
World became the first Fitness and Well Being 
Guest Speaker

COMMUNITY

Chairman Danny Hunter was delighted to wel-
come an old friend, in former Middleweight 
Champion of the World Darren Barker, to speak to 
our BW PASE Fitness and Well Being students. 

The Champ was introduced to our students on 
Monday, as a guest speaker, and didn’t disappoint.

Our Fitness and Well Being students will enjoy a 
variety of guest speakers throughout the year, and 
Barker was welcomed as an extremely exciting first 
speaker.

The middleweight boxer’s card shows 28 fights, 26 
wins and just two losses - there were 16 KO’s along 
the way. 

He was named as the Commonwealth Champion, 
the British Champion and the European Cham-
pion twice, before his illustrious career was topped 
off in 2013. 

It was August 17, and Australian Daniel Geale 
stood between Barker and the Middleweight 

World Championship – his ultimate goal. 
It was Round Six when a vicious blow to the gut 
knocked him to his knees. In his ears, rung the 
count of nine from the referee. Barker told our 
students the story of how he got up against all the 
odds and defeated Geale, to realise his dream. 

It was an incredibly powerful and inspirational 
talk to the students, with the first team also in 
attendance.

With just Braintree Town to come, away in the 
league on Saturday… It’s time for our Media and 
Communications department, to remind everyone 
that for the first time ever, we will be playing our 
near neighbours Barnet in a league game at 1pm on 
Boxing Day, here at Meadow Park.

Although this eagerly awaited derby is NOT ALL 
TICKET, it will be cheaper for all supporters to 
pre-purchase their match tickets. Tickets can be 
brought up until midnight on Christmas, but after 
that, it will be pay on the day for all fans at the home 
and away turnstiles. Please note, the match will be 
segregated.

Ticket sales at present, show that Barnet fans have 
pre-purchased 514 tickets, while Boreham Wood 
fans have purchased 153 tickets and on top of that, 
Boreham Wood have over 600 season ticket holders.

As such, we already know that we will break our 

highest ever Boxing Day league crowd, and we are 
in truth, hugely excited to be welcoming our friends 
from Barnet Football Club.

So, we want the supporters of both clubs, to get the 
best deal, and purchase their match tickets at the 
cheaper price. Let’s do our best to create a great sport-
ing atmosphere, let’s enjoy the first ever league game 
between Boreham Wood and Barnet, and hopefully 
we’ll see a great game of football and have a great 
footballing family day… 

Visit the official Boreham Wood website to purchase 
your match tickets.  

Tickets are to sit, or stand. Both home and away tick-
et allocations include 400 seats in the away end and 
700 seats in the home section. These are on a strictly 
first come first served basis and cannot be reserved. 

Merry Christmas and 

Happy New Year

CLICK HERE TO WATCH HIS TALK
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The Boreham Wood first team and staff, as well as the Club’s PASE Academy, were 
all down at Tesco to help the community during this busy Christmas period.

While there, we were raising funds for local charities, including the Elstree and 
Borehamwood Dementia Club and the Mencap and Borehamwood Day Centre, who we 
have worked closely with all year.

As a community Football Club, we believe in inclusion for all and see our annual bag 
pack, as a fantastic opportunity to engage the whole of Borehamwood.

With players and staff from First Team to Academy level all involved, the bag pack-
ing was an enjoyable, and helpful, event in the community.

Thank you all for your extremely generous donations on the day. 

COMMUNITY

Wood pack bags at

borehamwood 

tesco for charity
Boreham Wood Football Club were raising money for the 
Elstree and Borehamwood Dementia Club and the Mencap and 
Borehamwood Day Centre, during a charity bag pack at Tesco.

Merry Christmas and 

Happy New Year
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COMMUNITY
Junior Journalists
I n  t h e  c o m m u n i t y
Boreham wood Football Club now 
run a weekly Junior Journalists 
class at Kenilworth Primary School, 
which includes mini match re-
ports, players interviews and word 
searches.
 
The fun sessions are all about get-
ting the children engaged in writing 
and media and helps to improve 
their creative writing in particular. 

Kenilworth Primary School is one 
of six schools in the local area that 
the club currently work with. Last 
year, many of these sessions were 
expanded from purely football to 
multi-sports, with our community 

coaches teaching them everything from tennis to netball.

This brand-new feature of our community programme aims to engage the children in fun sessions, outside of their 
usual weekly coaching, that still takes place.

There is always a first team player in attendance, who the children get to interview and then write a feature piece on, 
which appears in the Wood’s matchday programme. 

They then write about the latest Boreham Wood goal, in a mini match report, before creating a fun word search, using 
Boreham Wood related words. 

We caught up with Community Coach Errol Ozkumru to discuss what went on, he explained: “Our new Junior Jour-
nalism club is great fun. 

“It is a community scheme where we go into schools and they write about the game, question the first team and create 
crosswords. It gives them an opportunity to see what our media and communications team does.
“It was brilliant, we had a lot of questions for Ricky shakes, three girls wrote about Gozie’s goal against Harrogate Town 
and there were two very keen boys, who made a very confusing crossword.

“The students love interviewing the first team players, and ask them so many questions. From how many goals have 
you scored, to what’s your favourite ice-cream? The group wanted to know it all.”

Star player Ricky Shakes at Kenilworth 

Primary School

http://www.hertsmere.gov.uk
http://www.carlsberg.co.uk
http://www.brend-hotels.co.uk
http://www.gbei.co.uk
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COMMUNITY
Duo called up for England Colleges

We got to visit the first team 

area as well, which was pretty 

special. It was just a great 

experience in general.

““

England Colleges duo Charlie Wickham and Hamza 
Semakula met up with their new teammates for the first 
time, in an England Colleges training camp.

The duo were called up to the squad back in November, 
following two successful rounds of trials, and will repre-
sent the club the club and Barnet & Southgate. 

The double call-up means that the club and the college 
have now had an incredible 10 England Colleges repre-
sentatives in three years.

The training camp was held at St George’s Park, and we 
caught up with the duo, to find out how they got on.

Wickham explained: “I think that it went really well, and 
I believe that I played quite well, for my first game. I re-
ally enjoyed it, it was a great experience and really good 
fun to be a part of.

“St George’s Park was amazing, and the Hilton hotel 
where we were staying was really, really nice. While, the 
pitches that we got to play on were outstanding.

“We also got to visit the first team area as well, which was 
pretty special. It was just a great experience in    general.”

The duo spent the first day training, preparing and get-
ting to know their new teammates at St George’s Park, 
before playing England Schools on the second day.
Wickham played the majority of the game, as the two 
sides drew 1-1 on the St George’s Park pitches.

The centre-back continued: “I think that the game went 
well, and on a personal level, I feel that I done really well.

“I think that I defended well and played out from the 
back, although I was unfortunate that I picked up a bit 
of a knock and had to come off towards the end of the 
game.

“It felt good to finally pull that top on for the first time, 
it’s a special moment and a special feeling.

“We got to use all of the facilities there at St George’s Park 
as well. We had a workout in the gym and a little session 
in the swimming pool there, then there was plenty of 
training out on the pitches too. The Facilities were really, 
really good.”

Alongside the Wood under 18’s captain, Semakula was 
also called up to the Colleges squad. The young midfield-

““I am buzzing to go out there again, I am just 

focusing on getting in lots of work here, to 

make sure that I am ready for it.

er was a second half substitute in the draw against England Schools and was thankful 
for the opportunity.

On how the camp went, he explained: “On Wednesday we all arrived at the Hilton ho-
tel, and it was a case of checking in and getting into our rooms and settling in.

“We then had a match preview and a bit of a talk from the coaches there. After that, we had a training session and 
some game time, against the other England sides there.

“The facilities were magnificent. There was a massive sauna/spa, swimming pool, training pitches, yeah it was amaz-
ing.

“We drew our game on Thursday against the England Schools side and I came on 
as a substitute in the second half as a central defensive midfielder, before switch-
ing to centre back late on for the final 15 minutes – it was a great experience.

“Honestly, I think that I played well, but yeah, I could have done better and I 
want to improve.”

Pulling on one of the famous three lions’ shirt is a special moment for any Eng-
land international, at any level, and Semakula spoke through the emotions that 

he felt.

He finished: “It felt very special, when you first 
put on that top you just think ‘wow, yeah, I’ve 
made it.’ But in reality, you know that there is a 
lot more work ahead of us and I have still got to 
strive to be the best I can.

“We are off again at the end of January and I am 
buzzing to go out there again, I am just focusing 
on getting in lots of work here, to make sure that I 
am ready for it.”

Merry Christmas and 

Happy New Year

Hamza Semakula

Charlie Wickham

http://www.sandcslatter.com
http://www.hcsales.co.uk
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Wood Awarded 
Prestigious Sir 
Stanley Rous 
Trophy

At half-time of the match against Leyton 
Orient, Boreham Wood were honoured 
to receive the Sir Stanley Rous Memorial 
Trophy. 

Club Chairman Danny Hunter felt that 
it was only correct, for our President Mr 
Bill O’Neill to receive the trophy, on be-
half of the club.

Club President Bill O’Neill, who turned 
91 this year, was presented with the tro-
phy by the President of the County FA, 
Eddie King, who was accompanied by the 
Chairman of the Competitions’ Commit-
tee, John Burlison.

The three men were introduced to the 

crowd by the club’s PA announcer Mark 
Hughes, before the presentation took place 
on the pitch.

The club were awarded the prestigious tro-
phy for our achievement in reaching the 
final of the Vanarama National League Play-
offs, narrowly losing to Tranmere Rovers.

It was during that season, our 70th anniver-
sary year, that we also defeated Blackpool in 
the FA Cup, the club’s first ever win over a 
Football League team.

While, the club also won the county’s Herts 
Senior Cup, beating Royston Town in the 
final. 

The BW PASE Academywww.arsenal.com

BW PASE        ACADEMY
A T T I T U D E      D I S C I P L I N E      D E S I R E

BW PASE ACADEMY
A T T I T U D E      D I S C I P L I N E      D E S I R E

Merry Christmas and 

Happy New Year

https://www.borehamwoodfootballclub.co.uk/how-to-apply-2/
http://www.arsenal.com
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Boreham Wood Football Club Chairman Danny Hunter has, after discussion with our away day travel 
manager Grant Morris, agreed to create a pre-Xmas adult mini season ticket offer for just £98 pounds.

So if you hurry, you won’t have to miss another minute of your local community club’s league campaign.

Remember, we still have 11 home league games left, which means that you are going to be paying for 
just five league games and getting another six free. Or, to put it another way, it works out at just £8.90-a-

game.

Either way it really is great value, it really is a great early Christmas present and it really does mean that 
every penny you’re spending is helping your local community football club, to compete with the big 

boys at National League level.

Visit our online ticket office: http://www.bwfcboxoffice.co.uk to purchase yours.

SO DON’T DELAY, BECOME PART OF THE GROWING WOOD ARMY TODAY.

amazing offer to increase the Wood Army

COMMUNITY

www.borehamwoodfootballclub.co.uk @BOREHAM_WOODFC
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